
  

1

  
M I N U T E S  of Meeting in NSC Transport group,  Gothenburg, Västra 
Götaland Region, 14  15 February 2008   

Attendance:   

Leif Blomqvist                   Västra Götalands region (Swe), Chair 
Jon Halvard Eide Vest-Agder County Council (Nor), Adviser 
Maria A. Larsson  Västra Götalands region (Swe) 
Philip McKay Aberdeenshire Council (Sco) 
Erik Ørskov Region South Denmark (Den) 
Tommy Madsen Region North Jutland (Den) 
Hane-Marie Sieg Sørensen Central Denmark Region (Den) 
Amy Williams,       East of England Regional Assembly Brussels Office (UK) 
Erling Dahl,      Telemark County Council (Nor)  

Apologies:   

Anne E. Robertson, Aberdeenshire Council (UK) 
Poul Weber, Region South Denmark (Den) 
Marjolein Zwerver, Groningen Seaports (Holl) 
Emma Sharp, East of England Regional Assembly (UK)     

Thursday 14 February (presentations from host region)  

The meeting on 14 February was devoted to presentations of and from the host region Västra 
Götaland. The presentations concerned infrastructure planning, public transport strategy, a Smart 
energy initiative and summing-up from the Interreg IIIB project SustAccess. These presentations 
are available from Ms. Maria A. Larsson upon request.    

Friday 15 February (Ordinary business meeting)   

1. Introduction & welcome, by host region, Chair, Adviser  

The organising host and Chair of the group, Mr. Leif Blomqvist welcomed the group to the Region 
of Västra Götaland. The Chair extended a special welcome to Ms. Amy Williams attending a 
meeting of the group for the first time.       
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2. Minutes of meeting South Denmark Region 3 October 2007  

Decision & follow-up:

  

The minutes were approved without any comments or remarks.   

3. Update and progress of Work Plan 2007  2008  

The meeting discussed the implementation of the 2007  2008 Work Plan of the Transport group 
which had been approved by the Executive Committee on 13 April, and later confirmed by the 
NSC General Assembly on 22 June. The items of the agenda below are mainly corresponding with 
the items of the Work Plan.   

3.1 Intermodal transport corridors, Motorways of the Sea

  

The Adviser gave a brief update on recent developments within Motorways of the Sea (MoS).   

Four proposals had been submitted to the first joint call for tender for MoS projects under the TEN-
T in the North Sea Region closing on 15 October 2007. These proposals include the following ports 
in NSC member regions: Gothenburg, Aarhus and Esbjerg. The member states involved will decide 
on which proposals to submit to the European Commission call for MoS proposals under the TEN-
T in April, but all four proposals are likely to be submitted.   

The 2008 call under the Marco Polo II Programme was launched in the beginning of February, 
closing on 7 April.   

As the MoS issue is driven by national governments and industry actors, it was agreed that the 
primary roles of the Transport group would be to:   

 

Monitor developments 

 

Exchange information on relevant initiatives involving NSC regions 

 

Mobilise political support for MoS initiatives in the NSC regions   

Decision & follow-up:

   

The members will inform the group about MoS and Marco Polo proposals involving 
stakeholders in their regions  

 

The Adviser keeps the group informed about the future work of the North Sea MoS 
Task Force  which he will follow in the capacity as WP Coordinator in the NMCII 
project.      



  

3

  
Cooperation with Baltic Sea Commission on transport issues

  
The Adviser informed that the Executive Secretary of the BSC and the new lead region for the 
BSC Working group on Transport had been invited to attend the meeting in Gothenburg, but had 
failed to respond to the invitation.   

The Adviser then gave a brief account of relevant Baltic Sea-related cooperation activites that he 
had been involved in on behalf of the NSC or Vest-Agder since the last meeting of the group in 
October. These activities include a presentation at the Baltic Development Forum Summit in 
Tallinn in November, and involvement in the preparation of a new project proposal under the Baltic 
Sea Region Programme 2007  2013. This proposal is also being supported by the BSC.   

Prior to the meeting, the group had been informed that Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Region in 
Germany had been appointed as new leader of the BSC Working group on transport. An officer 
from Norrbotten in Sweden is likely to continue as Coordinator of the group, although the 
administrative arrangements are not fully clear yet. There are furthermore indications that the group 
is likely to focus on the development of a project proposal on air transport for the Baltic Sea 
Region Programme 2007  2013. The next meeting of the group will take place in mid April in 
Germany.     

The meeting observed that the BSC Transport group is apparently in a stage of transition due to 
the change of leadership, and that it probably will take some time before the group is fully 
operational. In this connection, it was also mentioned that the NSC regions of Central and South 
Denmark and Västra Götaland are also members of the BSC and could therefore involve 
themselves directly in the activities. It was informed that Västra Götalands Region has an ambition 
to raise its involvement in the Baltic Sea region, but it hasn t been decided how this will be done.  
Furthermore, some members noticed that projects under the BSR Programme could be a relevant 
platform for cooperation with the BSC on transport issues. The same applies for the CPMR 
Intercom group on Transport.    

Decision & follow-up:

   

The Chair and Adviser investigate the feasibility of attending the next meeting of the BSC 
Transport group in order to discuss joint cooperation possibilities, including  the option of 
organising at least one common meeting & seminar per year.   

 

NSC member regions which are also members of the BSC are encouraged to involve 
themselves in the Working group on transport  acting as a liaison between the two 
Commission.  

 

The Adviser investigates the feasibility of organising a joint meeting between the BSC and 
NSC Transport groups in conjunction with the General Assembly in Central Denmark 
Region, preferably on 11 June     
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Project ideas for the Interreg IV North Sea Region Programme

  

One transport project was approved in the first call for projects under the Interreg IV B North Sea 
Region Programme last autumn. This project is called "StartMoS" and is about the development of 
Motorways of the Sea. The project proposal has been developed by the NMCII partnership, and is 
to some extent building upon the results of the NMC projects. The StratMoS project has got some 
25+ partners, of which the following are members of the NSC: Rogaland, Vest-Agder, Telemark, 
Møre og Romsdal, Troms, Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City.  

A project application on "Dry Ports" with Västra Götalands Region as Lead partner was rejected in 
the first call for applications last autumn. It has not finally been decided whether this application 
will be re-submitted to the next call closing on 15 March.   

It was informed that the Public Transport Agency Västtrafik in Västra Götalands Region is working 
on some project ideas but that these ideas are not yet ready for submission.    

The Danish Regions present informed that they are not currently engaged in any transport-related 
project initiatives under the North Sea Programme. The Danish regions will probably not be taking 
part in projects unless also ports and municipalities are involved. The Region of North Jutland is 
focussing on the new Interreg IVA programme for Kattegat  Skagerrak  KASK.    

Telemark County is considering to join proposals on water economy.    

Decision & follow-up:

   

Members are requested to keep the group updated on relevant project proposals, eventually 
apporved projects that their regions are involved in / partners to.  

 

The group should consider to organise more project development seminars in relation to the 
North Sea Programme.   

 

The group should seek a structured dialouge & cooperation with relevant transport projects 
as they are being approved     

 

The group should also consider to facilitate dissemination of results & findings from 
projects by organising events like the conferences on sustainable transport from 2002 and 
2005    

Statistical mapping of key developments in the transport sector

  

No new statistical material had been produced by the group since the last meeting. It was informed 
that Västra Götaland Region is considering to hire a consultant to prepare a report on RoRo 
services. This information was very much appreciated by the meeting.  
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