
Seminar on Sea M otorways in the Bal tic Sea and the North Sea 
- Info and outl ine of  programme 
 
The response on the idea of a joint seminar for the Baltic Sea and the North Sea Com-
missions on Sea Motorways has so far been positive.  The seminar just held by the 
Atlantic Arc Commission in Bordeaux, France, on the same issue gathered about 150 
participants.  The main focus here was to try to give the term “ Sea Motorways”  a 
content, but it seems still to be a long way to go to define which elements in terms of 
infrastructure and services a Sea Motorway should consist of, and how the whole 
concept should be organised and financed.   
 
On this background we go on with planning the seminar, which is aimed at continuing 
the discussion on what the concept of Sea Motorways should include in terms of infra-
structure and services.   The preliminary date and venue set is 8. – 9. March in Klaipéda, 
Lithuania.  There has been no objections to this so far, other than it collides in time with 
the Interreg III C Partner Search Forum in Berlin but we still don’t know to what degree 
this affects participation.   
 
The target group for the seminar will 
in addition to the members of the 
transport working groups for the 
Baltic Sea and the North Sea 
Commissions be representatives for 
other organisations working with 
transport challenges in the areas (e.g. 
Council of Baltic Sea States, Union of 
Baltic Cities), representatives for 
relevant transport projects (Baltic 
Gateway, Northern Maritime Corridor 
etc.), port authorities and other 
infrastructure owners, ship owners, 
forwarders etc.  The invitation (also 
for speakers) will in addition go to the 
European Commission and national 
transport ministries / governments. 
 
A Sea Motorway is not of much interest if it’s not connected to a land corridor, and the 
discussion is also about the criteria for the ports involved and the overland part of a Sea 
Motorway.  Further, to what extent could Marco Polo, TEN-T and national grants be 
used to establish infrastructure and even subsidise services in the Sea Motorways. 
 
Short sea shipping is well developed especially in the southern parts of the North Sea 
and the Baltic Sea, but much still have to be achieved to fulfil the goals related to the 
shift from road to sea and rail.  It’s also important to get efficient links between ports in 
the two mentioned sea areas.  In order to promote this development further by defining 
some services as Sea Motorways, one important issue might be to get a consistent set of 
guidelines and financial instruments also taking into consideration use of public tenders 
and public/ private partnerships.   



 
On this background the first outline of the programme could be as follows: 

M onday 8 M arch 2004, 1400-1900:   Def ini tion of  the “ Sea M otorway” - concept 

- Welcoming speech 

- Introduction on the challenges involved for sea motorways and short sea shipping. 

- Position on the implementation of sea motorways at the DG TREN - European Commission  

- About complementarity between sea motorways and short sea shipping networks 

- Example of a sea motorway-concept  /  examples of short sea shipping services that could be 
developed into Sea Motorways  

- Presentation of the Interreg projects “ Norhtern Maritime Corridor”  and “ Baltic Gateway”  
and other relevant projects 

- Debate on the facilities and infrastructures needed to develop sea motorways (ships, port 
infrastructure, rail and road links etc.) - and how to finance them. 

Tuesday 9 M arch 2004,  9.00-12.30 : Setting-up partnerships to establ ish sea motorways 

- Views on Sea Motorways - contributions from cargo owners, ship owners, forwarders, port 
authorities… 

- Position of the States - speeches by representatives of governments /  transport ministries  

- Debate on further development of Sea Motorways in terms of organisation, financing and 
operating infrastructure and services 

- Conclusions and proposal for a work timetable and partnership between the States, Regions 
and the Baltic Sea and North Sea commissions   

 
 
 
 
Plan of progress 
 
The work group for transport and communications of the North Sea commission will discuss the 
seminar in their meeting in Gothenburg 26. January and the coordinators for the work groups of  
BSC and NSC will meet 28. January to make a decision on time, venue and programme for the 
seminar.  We have already some names on the list of speakers, but welcome suggestions for other 
speakers and items to the agenda as soon as possible, as we hope to send out the invitation at the 
latest 10. February.      
 
 
 
 
 


