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North Sea Commission/CPMR
- closed areas, social and cultural consequences!
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Member of the Executive Committee of the
North Sea Commission (NSC)

Vice-chair of the NSC Marine Resources Group
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The succes of protected or closed areas -
terrestrial or marine — depend crucially on
the close involvement of stakeholders and
communities.

There seems to be a contradiction between
EU Nature Protection Policy and EU
Regional Development Policy.
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More than 60 regions around the North
Sea and 150 regions from all over Europe
has within the North Sea Commission and
the Conference of Peripheral Maritime
Regions (CPMR) debated the Birds and
Habitat Directives.
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All elected members of NSC and CPMR
recognises the need for the protection of the
ecosystems, habitats and areas of special
importance.

But, protected or closed areas has a crucial
effect on local communities = on their
interests, Culture and not the least on their
ability to create development.
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