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Resol ution adopted at the North Sea commission Annual Business Meeting 13 June 2008.

Towards a Sustainable European Regional Cohesion Policy -
Challenges and opportunities in geographically delineated areas.

The North Sea and Baltic Sea Commi ssions:

e Spport the consideration shown for the ge
Treaty of Li sbon, Article 158, and wel com
territori al di mension with a hioliiappiropnrip
financi al instruments in support of an E.
cohesi on.

o Wi | | continue to work to provide for reg
infrastructur e, bui edibbmggoAMgehdati sbostane
of peripher al regions in view of the fut:
that the use of E.U. financi al I eescoounrocne sc
di sparities sbhbetween the region

e Believe that now is the time to stress th
and opportunities such regi omns barne pfaadinreg
ensuring a good dialogue with skitfitoinmadg tgh
on to wutilize potentials and enhance the
island and mountain regions

o Would | ike to emphasize that sparsely po
rich i n rieseouexteesr rpalsiitti es and territorial
to the EU

o dvocate the principle of subsidiarity an
to enhance the regions potentiabeafobebhhb®!

Future European Cohesion Policy

CPMR North Sea Commission (NSC) and Baltic
cohesion aspect of the Lisbon strategy. BSC
European Uni on itcoal r eadnudc es oecciocannomdi f f erences
bet ween regions and countries. Regions are a
call s for a strong and sustainable territor
di serregional priorities, wutilising their cul
Article 158 Regions & Territori al Cohesion
We support the consideration shown for egi o
of factors of geogfifaphty bhndlsbpnlnwhheenew
stressed in Article 158. This |l egal basis of
regions also are reflected in other EU poli
policy, state aids policy, environment al pol
ot her s. The new approach to a regional pol i«
di mensi on, compl ementing slobcomé¢ w@mids egcoomoens €
focus on geographical specialties, which str:



NORTIE SEA

Fylkeshuse:

3706 Skien, Narveay

fel A7 55 584200
Fax 235 529044

Dsesnorthsea.ang

v notheeanrg

One example of a geographical area, where ge
North Calotte. tTohicsl iamaetai,c scehnasnigteisv,e hol ds gr €
Europe, and has a | ow population density si
Peripheral areas |i ke the northern regiand,
territor i arkpresentilgan atddedwvalue tothalEU i f al |l owed to dev
Wit hout a good framework of development for
di fficult to take advdrstoage eaft etrh eEsug ompes d wsr c
di alogue needs to be nurtured between the p:
bring out the potential s.

Peripheral RuAdade dReWa lounes

Life in peripheral ar eapgoratdudnsi t ¢ k&l |feonrg eis n haa
authorities and the environment. Chall enges
Europe. As the European Union is in the pro:
policy, the BISC wanmt tto stress that it i's n«
chall enges and opportunities peripheral area:
Traditionally, peripheral areas contribute h
the secto,r sfoorfesdmer,gymi ni ng, fisheries and ¢
enhancing the tourism potenti al and | ocal, r
for the greater and common good.alHoweweri ,alas
come second to the needs of more central an
public interest.” I n this perspective we hayv
within rural ywremasthwdheeet ¢mhrygl irteiles associ at
and water; space for recreati-eainvamdi refd¢creeat
of susta+ malblaem mparainer ships

The Territorial Perspective

As Eug opecoming more congested, more crowded
i s cruci al to stress the importance of per i
periphery and centre. Peripheraandrkeiagei igqgceo
poor infrastructure, | ong distances to marke"
el derly popul ati on, the demise of soci al hub
are high publdi dhighpendittsufeos dame private ind
I't is time to shift the focus on tToheuteifloirzeg
North Sea Commi ssion and the BaltGbDPSshoCbdm
an indidastoora,splewctt saof natur al and cultur al r
opportunities offerter biyt drhieasle a@»>aqelolnesnc el hpo
part of the future cohesion padlni coyr,dewo utlod oapg
region’s potential, and this adds an i mport a
t hat any region can grow i f its assets and
knowl edge, innobvaenessandndompé&ei t he regions
work. The EU states that people should not b
this should be the basis of the new territor]
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Regi onal Mopgel scdpihsi dearity

The holistic approach must cover all/l politic
policy and territori al cohesion alBrdpltoyeirrneg it:
principle of isgwbdgihdki aroiotlys aonfd ruesgi on al pol i c
territorial excellence in peripheral and ru
prosperous peripheral communities and ntderrit
adjusted especially for each unique region,
region of Europe, making Europe into an even

(N.B. - The phrase “positive externalities” is used to describe the attributes and resou rces provide by peripheral
rural, sparsely populated, mountain and islands regions to urban areas, often free of charge. Commonly cited
examplesinclude clean air and water, space for recreation, solitude, wilderness, cultural landscapes, environmental

attributes such as landscape a.



