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Draft Minutes for the 17 th NSC Annual Business Meeting
June 13th, Herning Conference Centre, Denmark

Joint meeting of the North Sea Commission and the Baltic
Sea Commission

The day started with a joint meeting of the North Sea Commission (NSC) and the Baltic
Sea Commission (BSC) and a presentation from Claudio Martini, President of the
CPMR.  His presentation covered many of the complex issues and challenges facing
the CPMR member regions and the overall European  Policy context.  These include the
Common Agricultural Policy and Maritime Affairs.  He also described the CPMR§s recent
activity with, and support of, the Forum of Global Associations of Regions (FOGAR).
He concluded his speech with reference to the future of the CPMR, outlining the current
enquiry process and the reasons for the enquiry.  Mr Martini also thanked the host
region, the two Commission Presidents and the members of both Commissions for all
their hard work.

North Sea Commission Annual Business Meeting

Cllr Gunn Marit Helgesen, President of the North Sea Commission (NSC), welcomed
everyone and thanked the region of Midt Jutland for hosting the Joint Annual
Conference and General Assemblies in 2008.

1. Annual Reports

1.1. President£s Report
Cllr Gunn Marit Helgesen (NSC President) revie wed the NSC§s previous year§s
activities.  She highlighted the importance of the work of the Thematic Groups and
encouraged more politicians to become involved with the NSC.  She thanked everyone
for their work and support over the last 12 months , and the way this had continued to
strengthen the NSC.  She mentioned some of the changes to the political representation
on the various Thematic Groups during the last year.  Gunn Marit also described some
of the highlights from the work of the groups † and the work that had resulted from the
groups working together.  She then told the audience about the NSC§s involvement in
the Maritime Policy Blue Book work.  Gunn Marit concluded her report with some
thoughts on the future issues facing the North Sea Commission member regions.
These included climate change and energy, and the knowledge required to deal with
these issues.  The NSC offers a strong network with the knowledge, technology,
experience and ideas to give the region a great capacity for innovation.  She s tated that
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the North Sea region has the instruments for making change in these key areas of
concern.  All that is needed is the political will and professional support to make things
happen.  This makes the continued work of the NSC important for the future.

1.2  Annual Reports from the Thematic Groups
The Annual Reports for the Culture and Tourism, Innovation and Education, Marine
Resources, Sustainable Development and Transport Thematic Groups were circulated
in advance of the meeting.  The key poin ts from the Thematic Group Annual Reports
were included in the President§s Report.

1.3  Annual Report from the NSC § BSC Co-operation Group
Cllr Annelie Stark (V¶stra G•taland) reported that NSC -BSC co-operation has been
growing over the last two years.  Thi s group has achieved more, and increasingly
successful, activities including work on transport and sustainable development.  A joint
conference was held in Ume” in April this year.  Both Commissions have close
connections with the CPMR, and have worked joi ntly on a platform for energy and
climate issues.  The continuation of this co -operative working will include:

 a joint web page on common issues
 agreed areas for future co-operation † including territorial cohesion, the future EU

budget and climate change
 dissemination of information between the two commissions † and the possible

continuation of joint resolutions
 potential co-operation on the EU Baltic Sea Strategy
 continued work group co-operation

1.4  Report by the North Sea Regional Advisory Council
Hugo Andersson, Chair of the North Sea Regional Advisory Council (NSRAC) gave a
report on the Council§s work over the last year.  He talked about the reasons for co -
operation and the many recommendations made over the last twelve months (details
are available on their website).  He described some recent activities, and issues
addressed, including:

 their General Assembly in …lborg, Denmark, where they agreed that
Aberdeenshire in Scotland would support the NSRAC for the next three years

 a workshop in Ireland in August 2007 on technical measures
 the issues of energy † the increasing cost of fuel for this sector and the need to

reduce fuel consumption
 a control and compliance seminar
 Marine Protected Areas
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Mr Andersson concluded by saying that he is happy with the NSRAC§s co-operation
with the NSC.  He looked forward to continued close co -operation in the future and
would welcome any proposals.

1.5  Report on Japanese co-operation
Professor Hideo Kojimoto gave a presentation on regions influencing Mezo -regions.
His talk included information on:

 The Association of North East Asian Regional Studies (NEARS)
 Innovations between the NSC and NEARS
 A symposium held in Tokyo in 2007

1.6 Report on the Interreg IVB North Sea Region Programme
Christian Byrith, Head of Secretariat, gave a report on the Interreg IVB North Sea
Region (NSR) Programme.  He gave an update on the current status and progress
since the Programme was approved in October 2007.  Workshops have been held ( the
subjects covered were `What is a good project?§,̀ Innovation§, and S̀ustainable
Communities§) and there have been meetings of the Steering Committee and Monitoring
Committee.  The challenge † as with the start of every new programme † is to change
the mindset of people.

The total Programme funding for projects is 139 million euros.  The Steering Committee
in December 2007 considered 10 applications and 2 projects were approved.  The
Steering Committee in May 2008 considered 28 applications and 15 projects were
approved.  45 million euros has now been allocated to projects † leaving 94 million
euros for future projects.

Christian raised the question of how to encourage private sector involvement † and the
issue of State Aid rules.

He also stated the need for political commitment in I nterreg projects.  He encouraged
politicians to recognise the help that these projects can bring to local communities.
Project work should be considered as a priority and an asset for politicians.  It should be
seen as part of a local politician§s day today work.

Christian concluded by saying that he would like to build on the successful work of the
previous joint conferences.  He would now like to develop closer co -operation with the
NSC as a political organisation and to promote the potential of the NSR Programme as
a funding vehicle for projects.  He could see the mutual benefits of the NSC and NSR
Programme helping and supporting each other.
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Decision:
The President•s Report, the Thematic Group Annual Reports and the
reports from the co -operating orga nisations were adopted unanimously.

2.  Election of Office Bearers

The post of President of the North Sea Commission was due for election for the period
2008 - 2010.  Cllr Gunn Marit Helgesen was the only candidate.

Members of the Executive Committee w ere elected in 2007 for a two year period.  The
National delegations elect their National representative and Substitute member for the
NSC Executive Committee.  The NSC Annual Business Meeting only confirms this
membership.

The meeting was advised of one change to the existing list of members:
Cllr Harry van Waveren, Province of Zeeland would become the new Substitute
member for the Netherlands.

Decision:
Cllr Gunn Marit Helgesen was unanimously re -elected as President of the
North Sea Commission for th e period 2008 § 2010.

Cllr Harry van Waveren, Province of Zeeland is the new Substitute member
for the Netherlands.  The members of the NSC Executive Committee were
confirmed for the period 2008 § 2009.

3.  NSC Thematic Group Work Plans 2008 -2009

3.1  Culture and Tourism
Geir S¨r -Reime (Culture and Tourism Group Adviser ), outlined the Group§s planned
actions for 2008-2009 and their six year Strategic Plan to relate to the EU budget period
2007†2013.  He gave a summary of the Group§s political focus and priorities for the next
twelve months, and project development opportunities.  Geir also described how the
Culture and Tourism Group§s work will relate to the NSC Executive Committee§s six
strategic priorities.


