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NSC PRESIDENT AND THEMATIC GROUPS ANNUAL REPORTS   

Enclosed are the Annual reports for the Thematic Groups.   

The Presidents report will be presented at the meeting.   

RECOMMENDATIONS:    

1. The NSC Annual Business Meeting of 22 June  2007 adopts the Annual Reports. 
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Culture & Tourism Group 

The Culture & Tourism Group 2006-07 has been chaired by Cllr Annelie Stark, Västra 
Götaland Region, with Jacques Suurmond, Member of Executive Board, Province of Zeeland 
and Cllr Alan D. Livingstone (Perth & Kinross Council) as Vice-Chairs. When Cllr Livingston 
was elected Chair of the Education & Research Group, Cllr Wendy Mawer (East of England 
Regional Assembly) was elected new Vice-Chair, in April 2007. Mr Suurmond stepped down 
as a Vice-Chair after the provincial elections, in May 2007. 

Co-ordinator/advisor of the group has been Mr Geir Sør-Reime, Rogaland County Council. 

Since last AGM, the Culture & Tourism Group has met 4 times: in Dundee (Scotland) 2 
September 2006, in Gothenburg (Sweden) 25 November 2006, in Middelburg (the 
Netherlands) 9-10 February 2007 and in Stavern (Norway) 18-19 June 2007. 

Three items have been high on the agenda for all meetings: the new terms of reference of 
the thematic groups, the input from the groups to the NSC response to the EU Green Paper 
on Maritime Policy; and Cultural Tourism. 

Reflecting new priorities of the EU Commission, our group has focused on cultural tourism 
for the last few years, and has worked together with the European Cultural Tourism Network 
and the Committee of the Regions in supporting the initiatives to put cultural tourism higher 
on the European Agenda. 

The latest initiatives by the Commission in relation to the role of culture in relation to 
innovation and community development has also been noted by the Group, and its action 
plans will reflect this in the future. 

The Group has also started working in relation to the new Interreg IV B North Sea 
programme and the opportunities it can offer for co-operation projects among the member 
regions of the NSC. At the moment, initiatives relating to film and food projects are being 
discussed, and upcoming meetings will include project presentations and discussions. 

The new Culture 2007 programme also offers opportunities for co-operation projects, and the 
group has been given thorough information on the new programme by specialists. 

The main event during last year was the NSC Food Event, held in Dundee in late 
August/early September 2006, and co-organised with the Education and Research and 
Economic Development groups. This conference was a great success in respect to 
organisation, contents and results. The outcomes present a good departing point for follow-
up projects under the Interreg IV B.  
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Innovation & Education Group  

1. Introduction 
The aim of this report is to summarise the work of the North Sea Commission s thematic 
group Innovation and Education Group  (IEG).  

2. IEG Chair, Vice-Chairs and Co-ordinator   
- Chair: Cllr. Alan Livingstone (Perth and Kinross Council, Scotland) 
- Vice-Chairs:  

 

Cllr. Stella Duneufjardin (Region of Nor pas de Calais, France) 

 

Cllr. Ole B. Sørensen (Region North Jutland, Denmark) 
- Adviser: Erik Lindboe (Rogaland County Council, Norway)   

Due to the Scottish elections in spring 2007, there is now a vacant position as chair of the 
IEG.  

3. Background 
The NSC General Assembly in June 2006 in Aviemore, Scotland, decided to merge the 
Education and Research and the Economic Development groups into one new group: The 
Innovation and Education Group . Politicians and officers of the two groups got together 
during the Aviemore event to line out the work towards the new group. It was decided to 
have a joint planning meeting in September in Holland.    

The co-ordinators of the two groups, Ms. Ann Brown and Mr. Erik Lindboe, had planning 
meetings in Stansted Airport in April and September to go through the work plans of the two 
groups to identify key areas of mutual interest, to develop fields of co-operation between the 
groups, and to prepare the Innovation and Education Group planning meeting in Haarlem 
(Noord-Holland) in September between the chairs, vice-chairs, co-ordinators and supporting 
officers of the two groups. The co-ordinators made a draft Terms of Reference and a draft 
Work Plan to be presented in the Haarlem meeting.   

The planning meeting 13th September in Haarlem went through and developed further the 
draft documents presented by the co-ordinators. The draft Terms of Reference and Work 
Plan was presented to the NSC Executive Committee meeting 20th October. The ExCom 
meeting also elected office bearers of the new group, i.e. chair, vice-chairs and co-ordinator.  

The IEG s Strategic Group (i.e. chair, vice-chairs, co-ordinator and supporting officers) met in 
Nor pas de Calais offices in Brussels in December 2006 and January 2007 to go through the 
Terms of Reference and Work Plan, and to prepare the very first group meeting  the kick-off 
seminar.  
The Strategic Group intends to get together whenever necessary to follow up the intentions 
as stated in The Terms of Reference and the Work Plan, as well as decisions made by the 
NSC ExCom and General Assembly.  

4. The kick-off seminar 
11th  12th February 2007: 
The kick-off seminar in Perth, Scotland, hosted by Perth and Kinross Council, was very well 
attended, around 30 group members joined the event, also the vice president of NSC, Cllr. 
Audrey Findlay. 
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Some of the conclusions:  

There is support for a food project and the strategic group will move ahead and work with 
the ideas generated at the kick-off meeting. This may be a joint project between NSC 
thematic groups.  

There is an opportunity for a media industry project as proposed by Julie Craik at 
TayScreen.  

There was a call for partners for a Passive House project. We also identified a possible 
project which would develop a common set of standards for a passive house 

 

The North 
Sea House . The Strategic Group will work on the idea.   

The North Sea Schools' Sustainability Network project is moving ahead: 

Provisional Aims 
Learning to live with Climate Change  

- To form a Network of schools in each country around the North Sea  
- To explore issues of sustainability in the context of climate and environmental 

changes 
- To share good practice and promote sustainability in education and in personal or 

lifestyle choices 
- To promote the participation of pupils and students in the democratic process 

Schools involved  
- Saxmundham Middle School, Suffolk, England (Lead partner)  
- Collège Curie, Liéven, Pas de Calais, France 
- Nordsee-Gymnasium, Büsum, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany  
- Teinå Skole, Stavanger, Rogaland, Norway  
- Kannik School, Stavanger, Rogaland, Norway 
- Donibristle Primary School, Fife, Scotland 
- Inverkeithing High School, Fife, Scotland  

5. Co-operation  
The IEG will co-operate with other thematic groups to identify topics of mutual interest.  
For instance, there are already talks about a joint conference in 2008 on Energy, led by the 
Sustainable Development Group.  
The advisers of the Culture and Tourism Group and the Innovation and Education Group 
have started planning a follow-up event on Food, looking into the possibilities of developing 
an Interreg IV B program on Food.  
And finally, the Innovation and Education Group will establish contact with the Baltic Sea 
Commission to find out what can be of common future interest for the North Sea / Baltic Sea 
regions.   

6. Future IEG meetings  
June 2007:  The Strategic Group/Innovation and Education Group will meet on Thursday 

21st June in the Brunstad Conference Centre in connection with the North Sea 
Commission/Interreg joint event.  The Strategic Group will line out the future work, and ways 
of working.  

October 2007:  Group meeting 30th October in Lille, France.  
February 2008: Group meeting 12th February 2008 in Ålborg, Denmark.   
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Marine Resources Group  

1. Background  

The aim of this report is to update the North Sea Commission General Assembly on 
the work of the NSC Fisheries Group between June 2006 and June 2007.  

2. Meetings   

The first meeting took place on 14 June 2006 in Aviemore, Scotland and was called 
to discuss the proposed Fisheries Safety Workshop to be held during the Maritime 
Policy Conference in Stavanger in November.2006.   

It was agreed that the aim of workshop is to highlight the importance, of all users of 
the North Sea, working in partnership.  The SFFS have been working together with 
the oil & gas sectors for many years and through this work have developed 
FishSafe , which has saved many lives.  It is hoped that this equipment will be made 

available to all fishermen operating in the North Sea. However the equipment is only 
as good as the data that is fed into it.  One major problem is the lack of Norwegian 
data.  This it is hoped will be addressed at the workshop.  

3.  4/5 October 2006 in Vastra Gotaland, Sweden, NSCFG Politicians Meeting.  

The NSCMRFG Politicians meeting on day one took place in Ockero, an island 
outside Goteborg. We met with local politicians and the Manager of the Fisheries 
Centre.  

The Fisheries Centre Manager gave a very interesting presentation on the work of the 
Centre and its future developments.  It was very impressive and had students from as 
far away as Australia.  Representatives of the Centre had visited the North Atlantic 
College in Shetland before developing the Centre.  

We then went to discuss the future work of the NSCMRFG, in particular the new 
name and what it could mean to the work of the group.  We felt the name was too all 
encompassing without the word Fisheries in it. After much debate it was agreed that 
the name should be North Sea Commission Maritime Resources and Fisheries 
Group, this would enable us to be more focused.  

We also discussed the work of the Group and how it could be better organised.  It 
was felt that to ensure that more members could be involved and influence the day to 
day work, they needed to have specific roles. As the work of the Group was 
becoming more politically focussed it was felt that role of the Co-ordinator was 
becoming more that of an Advisor.  We felt it was important that Advisors (as is the 
case now) would need to have expertise in their field, to ensure that actions taken by 
the Group and advice passed to politicians was of the highest quality.  The following 
is how we would like the NSCMRFG to operate.  

 

Maritime Resources & Fisheries Advisor ( to organise the work of the group and 
to advise the politicians) 

 

Project co-ordinator (to be responsible for projects undertaken by the Group and 
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to advise Group of possible funding opportunities) 

 
Aquaculture and renewable energy specialist (As both these topics are felt to be 
very important, it will be necessary to have persons with expertise to be 
responsible for keeping the Group informed) 

 

Liaison person (to ensure that there is co-operation between groups and the 
Baltic Sea Fisheries Group) 

 

Web-page editor  (to be responsible for ensuring our web page is updated)  

We then went on to debate the draft new Terms of reference which included looking 
at the areas which be of interest to Group and agreed on the following:   

 

Marine Resources and Fisheries policies and programmes of the 
European Union (and its individual member states and of Norway where 
relating to North Sea co-operation) 

 

Fisheries policies and programmes of the European Union 

 

Other programmes and initiatives of the European Union where Marine 
Resources and Fisheries are involved 

 

Co-operation and exchange between the member regions of the NSC 

 

Ensure fisheries is highlighted within  EU Maritime Policy  

Also was agreed that the work of the group would include the following Key Issues : 
1. Coastal zone management 

 

Fisheries strategies  

 

Fisheries policies  

 

Economic dependence  

 

Aquaculture  

 

Selectivity of fishing gear  

 

Quality assurance including eco-labeling 

 

Coastal fisheries  

 

Working in partnership with other users of the North Sea.  

 

Development of Science Fisheries Partnerships 

 

Continue to support NSRAC 

 

Inshore Fisheries Network 

 

Safety at Sea  

During the meeting we drew up a new draft Work Plan, we felt it was important to 
have a longer-term plan covering from 2006  2008. 
The main priorities of this work plan will be: 

Aquaculture 
Users of the North Sea  Renewable Energy, oil, gas and  cable etc 
Fisheries  Inshore, Offshore and onshore. 
Fishing Ports- Waste treatment & management, future developments  

We also discussed future co-operation between the NSC & BS Fisheries Group, as it 
was felt that both areas had much in common.  

It was agreed that we would also continue to work very closely with the CPMR 
Fisheries Group and would have more joint meetings them.  
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The next item to be discussed was the NSC/CPMR Closed areas resolution. Harry 
Jensen led this item. He informed that his County had commissioned a legal firm to 
look into how e.g. Directives particularly those regarding closed or protected could be 
amended in line with our resolution.  

A meeting with MEPs is to be arranged to discuss the above. Ann Bell is also to 
speak to Jean Didier Hache.  

At the end of the meeting it was agreed that this Politicians had been a very useful in 
forming the Political focus for the NSCMRFG.     

The Group had its second meeting in Stavanger on 21 November during the joint 
NSC/BSC Conference on Maritime Policy. The theme of the meeting was Fisheries 
and other users of the North Sea the following are the main points that came out of 
the meeting.  

 

Partnership approach to marine spatial planning in North Sea 
This was highlighted by the presentation by the Oil & Gas and Fisheries sector, 
which have turned conflict into co-operation through working together.  It was agreed 
that we should develop a concrete project, which will develop the above using the oil 
& gas and fisheries co-operation as an example of good practice. The NSC Maritime 
Resources & Fisheries Group will undertake to prepare a project proposal.  

 

Aquaculture 
Need for local management and area planning & dynamics at regional level 
Consultation with all other stakeholders 
Need for added value to carried out at local level wherever possible to ensure 
communities gain maximum benefit 
Need for Viking Laws   

 

North Sea Inshore Fisheries Network 
To bring together all stakeholders involved in inshore fisheries and communities to 
work together, to share best practice and to co-operate with all other users of the 
North Sea. 

Other Issues 

 

Ship to Ship transfer should be carried out in port wherever possible to avoid 
accidents  

 

Closed and Protected areas (resolution by CPMR Fisheries Group which called for 
any planning of closed areas, should have clear aims and objectives, undertake 
thorough consultation, take account of local needs and cultures, be time bound and 
have ongoing evaluation) 

 

Need to restore the North Sea Partnership of Scientist and Fishermen. To ensure the 
continued dialogue between scientist and fishers. 

 

Eco system approach should include harvesting at all levels of the chain. 
The best way to take care of the coastline is to let responsible people live there who 
understand and will take care of the coastline for future generation 

 

Illegal Unregulated Unreported fisheries was also briefly discussed, it was agreed that 
colleagues from Troms Region would prepare a paper for the next meeting of the 
Group, where it would be formally debated. It was agreed that this was very serious 
issue. 



 


