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1 Purpose of Report  

1.1 This paper reports the views and information submitted to the North Sea Commission 
European Maritime Policy Group since the initial meeting of the group in Trollhättan, 
Sweden on 27 October 2005 (see Appendix 1) as well as the work of the group over the 
last 12 months.  

2 Background  

2.1 At the meeting of the NSC Strategic Committee, Chairs, Vice-Chairs & Co-ordinators of the 
Thematic Groups on 4 July 2005 the group agreed that one of the priority issues in the 
Executive Committee Action Plan for 2005-2006 was that related to the forthcoming 
European Maritime Policy Green Paper.  

2.2 The group also agreed that an Ad Hoc Group, which is time limited, be set up to action this 
key activity and Vice President Audrey Findlay was asked to Chair the group.  The key 
activity as described in the Executive Committee Action Plan 2005-2006 is To ensure 
North Sea Commission influence on the new European Maritime Policy Green Paper .  

2.3 The group held its first meeting in Trollhättan on 27 October 2006 where it invited members 
of the NSC and the NSC Thematic Groups to make their submissions to the European 
Maritime Policy Group before 30 November 2005.  These would then be collated and used 
to assist the NSC to form a strategic position in relation to the developing European 
Maritime Policy Green Paper.  

2.4 The group also agreed that the Chair of the group should, in tandem with the collation of 
these views, continue to gather information and use appropriate mechanisms to promote 
the work of the group.  In following this brief the group have been represented at 
discussions, events and presentations related to Maritime affairs in Bergen, Brest and 
Gozo.    

2.5 Commissioner Borg spoke at the Brest event and Paul Nemitz, Deputy Head of the 
Maritime Affairs Taskforce, spoke in Gozo.  Therefore, the group had the opportunity to 
hear first hand information and exchange views with those at the centre of developing the 
Maritime Green Paper.  

3 Proposal  

It is proposed that the NSC:  

3.1 Note the response from contributing NSC Thematic Groups submitted and use these to 
assist in the formation of an NSC strategic position.   

3.2 Note the detailed work of the CPMR Europe of the Sea Project and its ongoing contribution 
to the Green Paper debate.  



 
3.3 Note the information on the development of the Green Paper received at Europe of the Sea 

seminars in Bergen on 16 January 2006, Brest on 17 February 2006, and Gozo on 5 May 
2006 and discuss the future steps for the NSC during the Green Paper Consultation.  

4 Discussion  

4.1 The submissions from contributors varied in length and depth as well as the level of detail.  
Broad themes are identified from each submission and listed below. Individual submissions 
are available as supporting documents to this report.  

4.2 Responses to the group were received from the following NSC Thematic Groups and their 
members:  

 

Environment 

 

Transport  

 

Economic Development 

 

Fisheries 

 

Tourism & Culture  

Other organisations that are developing their views on the Green Paper also passed these 
to the group for information:  

 

Committee of the Regions  

 

Highland Council, Scotland  

 

Province of Zeeland, The Netherlands 

 

Lower Saxony, Germany 

 

Northern German Federal States  

4.3 Thematic Group submissions:  

 

Environment: this detailed submission suggests that rather than take a problem orientated 
approach to sustainable use of marine resources, the NSCEG proposes that the 
opportunities from innovative sustainable use of marines resources should be highlighted.  
The NSCEG then go on to detail three main issues related to their Clean Ship initiative, 
Shoreside electricity supply, and the request for an EU Directive on Quality of Marine Fuels.   
The submission then goes on to detail the incentives and economic benefits related to 
change in these areas as well as comment on offshore windfarm regulations.  

 

Transport: this submission focuses on the importance of maritime & related intermodal 
transport and describes the importance of efficient ports and good hinterland connections in 
a multimodal chain, and of reliable and competitive framework conditions for maritime 
transport. It then goes on to describe the policy instruments available and also comments 
on maritime safety issues.  

 

Economic Development: the EDG acknowledge the importance of the NSC contributing to 
the EU Green Paper on Maritime policies. However, at this stage the Economic 
Development Group has not provided further information.   



  
Fisheries:  The fisheries group states that all agencies at EU, local, regional and national 
level should be working in Partnership to develop long terms aims, which put 
people/communities at their centre.  They state that Maritime Policy should focus on: 

- Maximizing benefits through the sustainable use of resources  
- One size fits all marine management has not and will not work. Flexibility will be 

crucial to success. 
- What is the importance of the Marine economy to regional growth and jobs, around 

the North Sea? 
- Which are the best models of regional governance in terms of maritime affairs & ICZ  
- Safety at Sea  

 

Culture & Tourism: Highlights the interdependency of all sectors involved in Maritime Policy 
and the role tourism can play in the growth of jobs and promotion of regional development.  

4.4 All groups welcomed the development of a European Maritime Policy Green Paper and the 
opportunities it offers to promote the values of the North Sea Commission members.  Given 
the key role the maritime economy plays in the North Sea Region all contributors where 
keen to see the NSC communicate its views clearly to the EU Commission and to influence 
the development of future policy. Common to all submissions was the question of what role 
regions can play in the development and implementation of an integrated Maritime Policy.  

4.5 Further opportunities to develop the NSC position and gather information were available at 
the NSC/CPMR Bergen Seminar on 15-17 January 2006 and the CPMR Seminar Regions 
at the Heart of the Green Paper in Brest on 17 February 2006.  

4.6 At the Brest event the CPMR Europe of the Sea Project submitted its Second Interim 
Report, which is supported by 50 regions.  This detailed work on Maritime issues will 
present its final report and proposals in June 2006 and aims to be the basis for future 
debate on the Green Paper.  

4.7 Commissioner Joe Borg spoke at the event and disclosed that the draft Green Paper will be 
circulated to EU Commissioners on 24 February 2006 for their comment.  It will then be 
launched in June 2006 with a consultation process that will last 12 months.  There will then 
be a formulation phase and possibly a White Paper.  

4.8 The aim of the Green Paper is not to form a prototype for a Maritime Policy.  He stated that 
the aim of the Green Paper is to 1) Raise the questions that should be asked on Maritime 
issues and 2) Create awareness that a Maritime Policy is required.  

4.9 He emphasised that it is premature to say what can or cannot be done; the Green Paper 
will flag up questions and stakeholders will then be expected to give their views during the 
consultation period.  

4.10 At the CPMR Political Bureau held in Gozo on 5 May 2006, Mr Paul Nemitz, Deputy Head 
of the Maritime Affairs Taskforce, gave a briefing on the current status of the Green Paper.    

 

The Green Paper will be published on 7 June 2006 and the consultation period will 
begin. 

 

The next three EU Presidencies (Finnish, German, and Portuguese) will have specific 
roles in relation to the progress of the Maritime Green Paper. 



 


