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2005/2006 has once again been a very interesting time for the fishing sector and the
dependent communities. The NSCFG has worked to try and ensure that some of the
issues facing both sectors and communities are addressed by the following actions.

1.

The NSCFG continues to work closely with the CMPR Fisheries Group (CPMRFIG) to
support the Chair and Secretariat and to develop joint working. To this end we held
the first joint NSCFG — CPMRFIG meeting on 16 February 2006, in Brest. The
following actions were agreed at the meeting:

Safety at Sea through Partnership, a seminar is to be held in Stavanger later this
year. It will be jointly organized by CPMR and NSCFG with support from the Oil &
Gas sector and SFF Services. Rogaland County has agreed to host this important
seminar. It will address the need to develop close links with fisheries and the energy
sectors, further develop existing safety equipment (FishSafe). Ensure that all North
Sea fleets have access to the safety equipment. A meeting with the energy sector is
to be arranged.

Fishing Vessel Fuel Costs — our French colleagues highlighted the high fuel costs
and fuel consumption incurred by fishing vessels. It was thought necessary to look
into the possible development of fuel-efficient engines, which could also use bio-fuels.
A joint ad hoc working group, which will include representatives of the Renewable
Energy Group, is to set in place to investigate further.

EU Fisheries Training Standard — it was agreed by all that fisheries training is vital
to future sustainability of the fisheries sector. Recruitment to the sector, across
Europe, is very low. This is believed to be due to a number of factors e.g. lack of
perceived future in the sector, poor image, lack of understanding, this is particularly
important as more people from the new accession countries are working within the
EU Fishing fleets. If the sector is to attract young people, who can be trained as
professionals and can be mobilised across Europe, it was agreed by both Groups,
that a EU Standard in Fisheries Training has to be developed. An ad hoc joint
working group is to look at the development on such a standard, which would include:
Safety

Quality

Conservation

Navigation

Communications

Biology

Stock assessment

Representatives from the geographic Commissions, Colleges, Scientists, Fishermen,
EU Commission and environmental organizations will be invited to form the working

group.

It was also agreed that the Chairs of the NSCFG and CPMRFIG will write to the EU
Commission to seek a seat on new European Control Agency Advisory Board to
ensure that local and regional authorities views are taken account of in the setting up
of this new agency.



I NORTH sEA

11

1.2

13

Fylkeshuset,

3706 Skien, Norway

Tel: +4735584200
Fax. 44735529044
nsc@northsea.org

NOISSTHINOD

www.northsea.org

A letter to Commissioner Borg regarding the decisions that are taken by EU Fisheries
Ministers at the December Council is to be sent. This letter will highlight the
importance of fisheries to the coastal communities of Europe and the need for a more
holistic approach to be taken. The Council needs to take account of not only
biological assessments, but also the social and economic consequences of the
decisions they take. Local and Regional Authorities are often left to deal with such
consequences.

(Annex 1 - Reply from Commissioner Borg)

Safety at Sea

As a result of the joint meeting, | was invited to give a presentation to the North Sea
Oil & Gas Sector “Fisheries Liaison Seminar”. My colleague Malcolm Morrison and |
gave a joint presentation on “Working in Partnership”. The presentation highlighted
how Local Authorities from around the North Sea could work together to create
opportunities through networks such as the NSC and CPMR to ensure a stable, safe,
sustainable future.

It as agreed that we would work together to ensure that “FishSafe” a safety device,
available only to UK fishermen, could be developed and made available to all
fishermen using the North Sea. “FishSafe” has saved many lives.

A Seminar, as agreed at the joint NSCFG/CPMFIG meeting, was discussed and
agreement was reached that the United Kingdom Offshore Oil Association (UKOOA)
would work with the NSCFG and CPMRFIG to arrange the Seminar in Stavanger
early autumn 2006. A further meeting between UKOOA & NSC will take place in
Aviemore on 15" June.

North Sea Inshore Fisheries Network

The development of the NSC Inshore Fisheries is still progressing, it is planned to
have the First Seminar in October 2006. As you will see from the attached Letter
from Commissioner Borg, he mentions that Inshore Network could contribute to Cod
Recovery Review, it is there fore that we move this forward.

Annex 2 Draft Seminar Proposal

European Standard in Fisheries Training

This was discussed at the meeting of the CMPRFIG on 26 May in Ancona, it was
agreed that | would lead a Focus Group, to bring this forward, everyone agreed that it
was important that Fisheries training was important to ensure professionalism within
the Sector. A meeting of this Focus group will take at the CPMR General Assembly
later this year.
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