Tain Mussel Fishery Site Visit

The Tain Mussel Fishery lies within the Dornoch Firth. The mussel scalps forming the Tain
Mussel Fishery belonged to the Crown up until 1612. At this time the ownership of the mussel
scalps and the right to fish for the mussels was bequeathed to the Royal Burgh of Tain, in
perpetuity, by James VI of Scotland. The Fishery now forms part of the Common Good of the
old Royal Burgh area.

The management of the fishery is at present undertaken by an arms length company of The
Highland Council called ‘Highland Fresh Mussels Ltd.” which commenced trading in April
1998. More information can be found at www.highlandmussels.com

As a Common Good asset, a lease payment from the fishery company accrues to the
Common Good of the Royal Burgh of Tain and must be spent within the boundaries of the old
Royal Burgh to the benefit of the community there.

The fishery operation employs around six people who are directly employed in mussel
harvesting, grading and packing in the area, while there are likely to be many more jobs
indirectly supported (to varying degrees) by the mussel operation in the ancillary services,
transportation, engineering, vessel slipping and catering.

The Dornoch Firth is a Marine Special Area of Conservation under the Habitats Directive.
SNH and The Highland Council have worked closely together to develop a minute of
understanding between the two parties in relation to the operation of the mussel fishery and
its role within the SAC.



