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Draft Resolution on A future European Maritime Policy.

Resolution is forwarded by THE REGIONAL COUNCIL OF WESTERN NORWAY
(presented by: Rogaland, Hordaland, Sogn og Fjordane, Mgre og Romsdal)

The North Sea Commission (NSC) notes with satisfaction that the need for an
integrated maritime policy in Europe, as voiced by the Conference of Peripheral Maritime
Regions (CPMR) General Assembly in 2004, has been followed up by the European
Commission.

The establishment of a Maritime Affairs Task Force in order to issue a Green
Paper on a future EU Maritime Policy in the first half of 2006 is an important first step.
The NSC underlines the necessity of a broad and active public debate at all levels of
governance to reach an all-embracing Maritime Policy.

The NSC shares the view of Commissioner Joe Borg, presented to CPMR earlier this
year:

“Qur vision is that of a Europe with a dynamic maritime economy in harmony with the
marine environment, supported by sound marine scientific research and technology, which
allows human beings to continue to reap the rich harvest from the ocean in a sustainable
manner”.

The resources of the Oceans and Seas are of considerable economic importance for
the coastal regions, in sustaining directly more than 2,5 million jobs in Europe. The more
peripheral regions of Europe are totally dependent on maritime resources.

The NSC will underline the following aspects:

- The Maritime Policy must include concrete steps needed for the realisation of the
objectives of the Lisbon and Gothenburg processes.

- Anintegrated, sustainable ecosystem approach should be in the heart of the future
maritime policy.

- An open dialogue between all levels of governance (European, National, Regional) is
necessary. Likewise open doors to stakeholders and NGO’s.

- Inthe North Sea Area, the successful NSC Fisheries Partnership has been a source
of inspiration for the first “RAC” (Regional Advisory Council for Fisheries). Similar
models might be useful in a wider context in shaping an integrated maritime policy.

- The North Sea Region must follow up several initiatives for increased sea
transportation, maritime safety and preparedness. These areas also call for broad
partnerships, involving all levels of governance.

- The North Sea is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean and The Norwegian Sea, with
ecosystems crossing EU borders. A future European Maritime Policy must also
include a close co — operation with countries outside the European Union.



