
  
Draft Resolution Towards a European Maritime Policy  

 a major European perspective for the North Sea Region  

Resolution is forwarded by Lower Saxony 
on behalf of the German Members of the North Sea Commission   

The North Sea Commission welcomes the ambitious aim to design and elaborate an 
integrated Maritime Policy of the European Union. As outlined by a communication jointly 
presented by President José Manuel Barroso and Commissioner Joe Borg in early March 
2005, a Commission s Task Force chaired by Commissioner Borg shall elaborate a Green 
Paper scheduled to be presented in the 1st half of 2006. This Green Paper shall serve as a 
consultation paper for an extensive consultation exercise to follow this presentation.  

The North Sea Commission strongly supports the perception of the European Commission 
that;  

the seas are seriously contributing to livelihood and well-being of mankind. 
the seas are generating considerable potentials for economic growth in terms of transport, 
resources, maritime research and development, innovative technologies as well as of 
marine protection. 
these potentials need to be addressed by an integrated political approach as regards the 
aim to make the most out of these cross-cutting potentials and needs in a sustainable 
manner. 
it is high time to develop a Maritime Policy of the European Union as regards 
competitiveness of the entire Union in general and of maritime regions in particular. 
this cross-cutting issue considerably can serve to the implementation of the targets set 
out in the Lisbon, Gothenburg and The Hague process.  

In this respect the North Sea Commission points to the potentials, capacities and needs of 
the North Sea Region and of the North of Europe as a whole;  

sea transport, ship building facilities and sea harbours of the area are of paramount 
importance for the entire Union 
maritime businesses, technologies and research of the area are offering unique 
potentials 
protection of marine environment and resources as well as the pressing issue of maritime 
safety need to be enhanced by coordinated efforts  

Some major issues primarily to be addressed by a Green Paper and a future European 
Maritime Policy;  

maritime industries and technologies:  
against the background of speedy innovation cycles development of innovative 
technologies need to be supported (marine environment technologies, offshore wind 
energy, marine aqua-culture, marine resources, safety of maritime transport, surveillance 
of global climate change etc.)  




