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Introduction

This report summarises the work of the NSC Transport group since the last NSC General
Assembly in Gothenburg, June 2004. It should be noted that the group, with the permission
of the NSC Executive Committee, has changed the name from Transport and
Communications group to Transport group since the annual report for the period 2003-2004.

The Transport group in brief

The main aim of the group is to work for safe, sustainable and efficient transport.
Current key issues of the group: Sustainable transport, sea transport, influencing EU
transport policies, promoting the role of transport in a future Interreg North Sea Programme.

Main roles and functions of Transport group

¢ Monitoring key developments in the transport sector

o Facilitating co-operation, partnerships and exchange of experience among transport
related stakeholders

o Development of Interreg- projects, synthesising and dissemination of findings from
projects

¢ Organising conferences and seminars

¢ Influencing EU and national transport policies

¢ Adviser and secretariat for NSC Executive Committee on transport issues

Leadership and administration

Chair: Councillor Jan Hallberg Vastra Gotaland region Sweden (appointed October
2000)

Co-ordinator: Jon Halvard Eide, Vest-Agder Norway (appointed October 2000)

Vice-Chairs: Councillor Jim Wade, Northamptonshire, England (appointed in October 2002)
Councillor Tor Ottar Karlsen, Buskerud, Norway (appointed in October 2003)

Membership

The group has got about 30 registered members. In addition, a number of regions are on a
correspondence list receiving information about the activities of the group.

Group meetings
The group has held two ordinary meetings since the last General Assembly:

e Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire, 7 — 8 October 2004
e Padborg, South Jutland, 10 — 11 February 2005

By the time of the General Assembly in Middelburg, the group will have had another meeting
scheduled for 12 - 13 May in Bremen, Germany.






