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Item 1 Annual Reports
Fisheries Group

Fisheries Group Annual Report 2004 - 05.

The report is based on the work of the NSCFG from June 2004 — May 2005.
The report will include information on the following:

¢ Since the last NSC General Assembly the NSCFG has had two full meetings:
1. June 2004 — St Combs, Aberdeenshire
2. January 2005 — Scalloway, Shetland

e The North Sea Women’s Conference took place in Peterhead in June 2004.
e The North Sea Women’s Seminar took place in Brussels in September 200

e A small working group met in Brussels in May 2005 to develop the NSC Inshore
Fisheries Forum.

NSCFG Meeting in St. Combs.

The main aim of this meeting was to plan the NSC Conference, to define the theme and
name and to discuss what outcomes we would expect from such a conference. It was agreed
that the name and theme should be “The North Sea today and tomorrow”. It was also
agreed that the conference would cover more than just fisheries, therefore we should ask the
NSC Environment Group if they would agree to make it a joint conference.

The Group also prepared its response to the new European Fisheries Fund consultation
paper.

The first draft proposal for an North Sea Commission Inshore Fisheries Forum was prepared
and was to be further discussed at the next meeting in Shetland.

Our new French colleague Bruno Defives joined us for the first time.

NSCFG Meeting in Shetland

At this meeting we were joined for the first time by our new Vice Chairman, Anders Fasth and
the NSC Executive and Assistant Executive Secretaries.

We began the meeting by discussing how we could best work with CPMR

We felt that we could work with CPMR FIG by supporting Shetland as Secretariat and Chair
of the Group, the NSCFG has been very active in promoting the development of the North
Sea Regional Advisory Council and the CPMR FIG should be able to influence at least 5 of
the other RACs, as they were in CPMR Commission areas. It could also be active in looking
at areas of Maritime Safety, sustainable development of natural resources, governance and
employment, training and economics.

The CPMR are also to be given funding to undertake a series of Inter Regional Co-operation
meetings, as, this is another are where the NSCFG could assists both politically and
technically.

We should build on the strength of the CPMR in influencing policy — upstream

The NSCFG felt that the NSC could also offer an NSC Vice President for the CPMR FIG, CllIr.
Malcolm Cook, Scottish Border would be interested in that role, this would provide political
support for the CPMR Chairman.



