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Report from the NSC Environment Group to the NSC Annual 
Business Meeting, June 17th, 2005.  

This report is based on the Work Programme of the NSCEG for 2004, which is available at 
the NSC website at: 
www.northsea.org/nsc/thematic_groups/environment/documents/nsceg_work_programme_20
04.pdf

  

Since the previous NSC General Assembly the NSCEG has held one meeting of the full group, 
in Arendal, Aust-Agder, Norway (see below).   

The Project Working Group (PWG) has had two meetings: in October 2004 in Arendal and in 
February 2005 in Göteborg, Västra Götaland, Sweden. All meetings were led by the political 
chair. To these PWG meetings all members of the NSCEG, as well as other NSC 
environmental contact persons, were invited. Most regular PWG members participated.  

The February meeting of the PWG was held in connection with a seminar on sustainability 
training for staff and politicians . The latter unfortunately only attracted experts from the 
hosting Region, Västra Götaland.    

The NSCEG Annual Meeting and Conference 2004  
Hosted by Aust-Agder fylkeskommune, Norway, the event took place in Arendal on 21-22 
October. The topic was  Sustainable Innovation for Regional Development . Meetings of 
both the Environment Group and the Economic Development Group were held in connection 
with this Conference. A Conference Report, as well as material from speaker presentations, 
etc, are available on the NSC website at: 
http://www.northsea.org/nsc/thematic_groups/environment/documents/index.htm

  

Presentations by prominent speakers were mixed with concrete examples of activities by 
North Sea Regions in the field of sustainable innovation.  

The study tour was highly appreciated by participants, who went to Grimstad to see two sites: 
a) Agder University College, focusing on renewable energies, a.o.fuel cells, running on 
hydrogen, generated with solar energy. Also various cultivated bio-fuels were shown. 
b) Ericsson, where it was explained how the closing of the large Ericsson company´s high-
tech activities opened up for starting a great number of new SMEs in similar branches.  
The visitors got to know particularly about Marine Communications (mobile telephone 
solutions for ships crossing the oceans) and LogIT Systems (ICT solutions to facilitate the co-
ordination of different transport modes).  

Four workshops started the second Conference day, including the customary session 
of Political Visioning , aimed particularly at elected members. The theme of this was , how 
Regions can promote sustainable innovation . The themes of the technical workshops were:  
-  Innovative sustainable energy (facilitator: Hans van Meerendonk) 
-  Innovations for sustainable tourism (facilitator: Ian Dunlop) 
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