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1. Introduction

The aim of this report is to summarise the work of the North Sea Commission (NSC)
Economic Development Group (EDG) since the last NSC General Assembly in June 2004. It
will also describe the Group's future priorities and projects.

2004-2005 has been a year of change for the EDG, and the group has continued to build on
its achievements in increased partnership working with the other NSC Thematic Groups.

2. EDG Chair, Vice-Chairs and Co-ordinator

In 2004 Councillor Ms Audrey Findlay (Aberdeenshire Council, Scotland and Vice President
of the North Sea Commission) stepped down as Chair of this group. In October 2004 Ms
Rinske Kruisinga (Noord-Holland, Netherlands) became the new Chair of the Group. Mr
Thore Westermoen (Vest-Agder Fylkeskommune, Norway) continued his role as one of the
Vice-Chairs and in March 2005 Councillor Mr Kevan Lim (Suffolk County Council, England)
joined the group as a new Vice Chair. Vivien Collie in Scotland was the Group Co-ordinator
until the start of March 2005 when Mr Erik Lindboe (Rogaland County Council, Norway)
became the new Group Co-ordinator. There has been a hand over period since March
during which the Co-ordinators tasks have been transferred and Vivien has assisted with the
introduction of the new group structures.

3. EDG Meetings

Since the last NSC General Assembly the EDG has been involved in a number of meetings
and events. These have included:

'New Energy Husum' exhibition and conference,
Husum, Germany — October 2004

At the start of October 2004 members of the group joined Interreg project partners to attend
the 'New Energy Husum' exhibition and conference in Germany. At this event delegates had
the opportunity to learn about the federal state government strategy in the field of Renewable
Energy. The meeting also included information about the main activities concerning the wind
power sector in Nordfriesland / at the westcoast of Schleswig-Holstein.

In addition there was an overview on:

¢ windcomm schleswig-holstein

¢ POWER

e Offshore-platform NEPTUN
On the second day of the event the main focus was biomass activities with presentations on
the Northsea Bioenergy and Pro Bio Energy Programmes.






