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Item 1 Annual Reports
Culture & Tourism Group

Culture & Tourism Group Annual Report 2004-05

Chairing group and co-ordinator:

Chair: Councillor Annelie Stark, Vastra Gotaland Region (Sweden)

Vice-Chairs: Councillor Jacques Suurmond, Province of Zeeland (The Netherlands)
Councillor Alan D. Livingstone, Perth and Kinross Council (Scotland)

Co-ordinator: Mr Geir Sgr-Reime, Rogaland County Council (Norway)

Meetings:

XXIIl'in Lille (Region Nord-Pas de Calais), 27-30 October 2004
XXIV in Brussels, 23-25 February 2005

XXV in Ringkgbing (Ringkjgbing Amt), 17-20 March 2005

Attendance:

XXIII: 10 delegates from 8 member regions of the NSC (1 UK, 3N, 1S,2DK, 1F)
XXIV: 10 delegates from 6 member regions (1 UK, 3N, 1 S, 1 NL)

XXV: 11 delegates from 9 member regions (2 UK, 3N, 1 S, 1 NL, 2 DK)

Number of major items on agenda:
XXIII: 3
XXIV: 2
XXV: 2

Major items:
- Future of NSC, the thematic groups and the co-ordinators

A major theme at all three meetings since last General Assembly in Gothenburg. The group
has tried and relate to the new strategies of the NSC and have decided on a three-leg
strategy, focusing on

1. Political leadership

2. The European Agenda (on culture and tourism)

3. Increased co-operation between member regions on culture and tourism as major
elements in future regional development and the implementation of the Lisbon
strategy

It has also been decided to establish two sub-groups, one working on the European Agenda
and closely monitoring ongoing processes, the other looking into increased culture and
tourism co-operation between member regions and with a special responsibility to look into
ways of funding a project on culture and tourism and regional development in a North Sea
perspective.

- Action Plan 2005-06

Again a recurring theme at all three meetings. This is being presented separately. The Action
Plan relates closely to the strategic priorities outlined above.






