NORTH SEA

NOISSTIHINGD

North Sea Commission response to the European
Commission Document COM (2007) 551 Green Paper:

Towards A New Culture For Urban Mobility




North Sea Commission response to the European Commission Document COM (2007) 551
Green Paper: Towards A New Culture For Urban Mobility

Introduction

The North Sea Commission welcomes the opportunity to respond to the European Commission’s
green paper on urban mobility. We encourage the European Commission to continue to engage
with stakeholders regarding any future action plan, further policy proposals or legislation.

The North Sea Commission

The North Sea Commission was founded in 1989 to facilitate and enhance partnerships between
regions which manage the challenges and opportunities presented by the North Sea. Furthermore,
to promote the North Sea Basin as a major economic entity within Europe, by encouraging joint
development initiatives and political lobbying at European Union level.

The North Sea Commission has determined that its activities must be action orientated, involving
co-operation programmes, research activities, funding applications, and joint policy statements
which bring positive benefits to the people of the North Sea Basin.

The North Sea Commission is one of seven Commissions under the umbrella of CPMR (the
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions).

The North Sea Commission Transport Group

The Transport Group was established in 1991 and is one of the six thematic groups set up by the
North Sea Commission. It aims to improve cohesion, accessibility and competitiveness in the North
Sea Region (NSR) through the development of sustainable and efficient transport solutions.

The group’s objectives are as follows:

o Improve knowledge in the transport sector
Facilitate transport planning among regional authorities and businesses
Influence and develop EU and national transport policies to the benefit of the NSR
Facilitate networks and partnerships among all relevant stakeholders
Raise awareness on the requirements for efficient and sustainable transport
Promote transport solutions which may improve the competitiveness of the business
community

The main roles and functions of the Transport group are as follows:

o Monitoring key developments in the industry and within policies at all levels
Facilitating co-operation and partnerships among relevant stakeholders
Liaison between industry actors (i.e. businesses, transport users) and policy makers
Forum for the exchange of information and experience among relevant stakeholders
Understanding the needs of different transport users and convey the needs to policy
makers at relevant levels
Developing Interreg and other projects
Disseminating knowledge through conferences, seminars and studies
Synthesising and disseminating findings from Interreg & other projects
Influencing EU and national transport policies
Adviser and secretariat for the NSC Executive Committee on transport issues
Co-operation with other NSC thematic groups
Interaction with the CPMR and other geographical Commissions

Key issues for the group are as follows:

° Sustainable transport

. Accessibility

o Competitiveness, growth and innovation in line with the Lisbon strategy
. Intermodal transport links, including ports and combined terminals
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Short sea shipping, incl. Motorways of the Seas
Significance of ICT in transport

Integrated spatial & transport planning

o0 Infrastructure pricing policies

0 Need to improve physical transport infrastructure



