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D RAFT FINAL JOINT RESOLUTION
M ARITIME PoLICY CHALLENGESIN THE BALTIC AND NORTH SEA REGIONS

10.

The Baltic and the North Sea Commissions welcome the opportunity to comment on the EU Green
Paper on a Maritime Policy. The Baltic and the North Sea Commissions appr eciatesthat thereisgreat
potential for future economic growth in the Maritime Regions if resources are managed in a
concerted, innovative & sustainable way. Thereisaneed for long - term thinking on global changes,
both in economic and environmental terms.

The European Sess is surrounded by Seas, with ecosystems crossing EU borders. A future European
Maritime policy must include close co - operation with countries outside the European Union.
Therefore, it is positive that other countries, for example Norway, have been contributors to the Green
Paper process.

Our common maritime resources must be managed in a competitive, innovative and sustainable way.
Maritime transportation, fisheries and fish - farming, energy production etc must be carried out in
harmony with the marine environment, supported by research and innovative actions. Sea use planning
could serve as a tool to prevent conflicts of use in intensely used offshore areas. The preparation of
spatial plans for offshore areas, wherever appropriate, and a cross sectoral assessment of specific
offshore projects would support such a tool. In this way, a common Maritime Policy can successfully
support both the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas.

Alsoin the future it will be necessary to intensify initiatives for a cleaner Sea. For example: clear concern
has repeatedly been expressed from the North Sea Commission about discharges of radioactive waste to
sea, particularly from the reprocessing plants in Sellafield. The British Government must fulfil the
promised moratorium on discharges at the earliest possible date. The THORP plant, which was closed
after a heavy leakage last year, must not be put in operation again. The leakages from Sellafield are
categorised as serious by the International Measuring System for Nuclear Accidents (INES). The
Sellafield issue has been presented to the EU court by Ireland.

The Baltic and the North Sea Commissions welcomes the commitment made by North Sea Ministersin
Gothenburg at MMO6 to progress the “clean ship initiative” but it is important that future work on
reducing the environmental impact of shipping is seen as a priority. It remains a matter of real concern
that ships’ fuel remain unregulated and we call on the EU to start work on drafting a new directive on
the quality of marine fuels.

More generally, initiatives targeting pollution from shipping and maritime fuels would contribute to
achieving cleaner Seas.

Sustainability also means a sound basis of income and supporting the livelihoods of the coastal
population. In this context, the further development of maritime clusters is important - linking
businesses to research and training.

A successful Maritime Policy must also recognise the importance of culture, heritage and local identity
as essential assets for a sustainable tourism industry and regional development policies in supporting
sustainable and competitive coastal communities.

The debate on the Green Paper will provide an opportunity to review a number of sectoral policies.
From a regional and democratic perspective, it is important that local communities, and especially
people living in coastal areas and islands, are being invited to take an active part in the consultation and
policy shaping process. The regions should also have arole in the decision-making process.

However, policies should not be developed purely along sectoral lines. Sectors such as transport and the
environment are interdependent; therefore potential for synergy between sectoral policies should be
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