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NSC Sustainable Development Group (formerly Environment Group) Activity
Report, progress since Executive Committee meeting, June 2006.

A few words about our Group (information from Environment section of the NSC website):

The future structure of the NSC has been discussed in avariety of forathis past year, most
lately by the Executive Committee and the NSC Annua Meeting in June. There will be some
changes of the Thematic Groups, including a change of name or our Group, from Environ-
ment to Sustainable Development, ” ... the NSC Strategic Committee wantsto give a clearer
sign for the NSC to make a group responsibility to follow up on the EU"s Gothenburg
Agenda. (Sustainable development is and will always be much more than environment).”

e Meetings, The co-ordinator took part in a NSC co-ordinators” meeting on August 22, in
order to a.0. discuss the future joint working of the Groups and the changes of remitsin
accordance with the statement above.

e Meetings; Since the Executive Committee meeting in Aviemore, the Project Working
Group (PWG) of the NSC SDG has had one meeting, in Fredrikstad, Ostfold fylkes-
kommune, Norway, on September 15™. At the meeting the resigning co-ordinator was
warmly thanked for hiswork over the past ten years.

Main items on the agenda were:

- the expected contribution from the NSC SDG to the NSC response to the Public
Consultation on the European Commission’s Green Paper on a future Maritime Policy
(compilation of PWG views attached to this report).

- the revision of the Group’s Terms of Reference, as requested by the NSC Executive
Committee.

The day before the PWG meeting, Thursday September 14™, the participants enjoyed
three presentations:

a) The Forum Skagerrak Il Interreg project, with afocus on seabed mapping and Integrated
Coastal Zone Planning and Management, presented by Mr. Terje Pettersen and Mr.
Magnar Tveit respectively, both from Ostfold fylkeskommune,

Weblink: www.forumskagerrak.com

b) The EU Maritime Policy, as expressed in the Green Paper, published by the European
Commission on June 7". The view of the Norwegian government, presented by Ms.
Kristin Frogg from the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment.

e EU Maritime Policy; NSC SDG representatives took part in discussions with the
European Commission’s ”Task Force” for a Maritime Policy. A meeting in Brussels on
July 4™ lead to deepened contacts and further co-operation, a.0. in the arranging of ajoint
NSC/BSC conference in Stavanger on November 20 — 21t, in order to give input from the
two Commissions to the Public Consultation on the European Commission”s Green Paper.


http://www.forumskagerrak.com
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Promote sustainable shipping; The NSC SDG provided aresponse, on behalf of the
NSC, to the Scottish Parliament consultation on a petition regarding permits for ship-to-
ship transfer of oil in the Firth of Forth. The response was a.o. in strong support of NSC
member Fife Council”s views on this issue (consultation response attached). Previously
the NSC had contributed to putting thisissue ”on the table” at the North Sea Ministerial
Meeting on Environmental Impacts of Shipping and Fisheries, MMO6.

Further more, the co-ordinator has made contacts to encourage a speedy start to the North
Seawork on the ”Clean Ship approach”, where Norway and The Netherlands have offered
to take the lead.

NSC/BSC co-operation; The co-ordinator followed instructions from the NSC/BSC
meeting in Inveruriein April to make contact with the BSC about topics and formats for
future co-operation (e-mail attached to this report). This effort was renewed in preparation
of the Stavanger conference, and further contacts will be necessary to identify away
forward. (The BSC currently opens a new secretariat in the Swedish Region of Gotland,
and is apparently in a phase of transition, which does not facilitate the start of new co-
operation projects, etc.)

Objective 3 Programme for the North Sea; The co-ordinator took part — as Swedish
representative of the Regional level — in consultations on the drafting of the future
Objective 3 Programme for the North Sea. Views given — and hopefully included in the
draft — were in accordance with NSC SDG priorities, i.e. the importance of issues of
energy efficiency, as well as the importance of sustainable shipping (as opposed to a more
limited ”maritime safety” approach).

Network of Regional Planners; A meeting was held in Langesund, Telemark
fylkeskommune, Norway, on September 28 - 29", Minutes and other information will be

available on the Network’s provisional website: www.ntn.dk/planners network.htm

OSPAR observership on behalf of the NSC/CPMR; The only recent activity was
concerning ”sequestring of CO,”, where the co-ordinator had tried to alert NSC observer
from the University of Aberdeen, Professor David Mcdonald, to the fact that there now
seem to be efforts to weaken OSPAR regulation on this subject. So far no response from
Professor Mcdonald. The chair would try to contact him again.

Further more, expert observer Maria Pécseli of the County of North Jutland will no longer
be able to perform her observership at the subgroup of OSPAR" s ASMO Committee
(Assessment and Monitoring) — the working group on Monitoring, MON — since she is
changing her employment.

NOTE! Thereis always need for many more qualified NSC observers, preferably experts
provided by NSC member Regions or authorities, with which they have contacts. The
benefits for the Regions are obvious — international experience for their staff and well-
developed and important contacts within OSPAR.


http://www.ntn.dk/planners_network.htm




