
 
North Sea Commission Education & Research Group 

Report to Executive Committee meeting of 20 October 2006   

This is the final report of the ERG in its present form to the NSC Executive Committee.  

The changes to the structure of the NSC thematic groups has been a central issue in the 
work of the ERG this year, and has dominated discussions during its meetings. 

Meetings  

13 March 2006 The Politicians Group of the ERG held a meeting at which they discussed the 
NSC paper on the future of the NSC and reviewed and amended the ERG workplan to reflect 
the resources available to the group. A statement was produced for the NSC Executive 
Committee and a revised workplan for the ERG was adopted. At this meeting the politicians 
strongly endorsed the items on the workplan, and in view of the impending merger of the 
ERG with the EDG, agreed to emphasise the importance to the group of the continuity of the 
remaining actions. The EDG Co-ordinator attended this meeting.  

14 March 2006

 

The ERG met to discuss the proposed changes to the structure of the NSC 
thematic groups, to finalise the workplan, and to report an activities which had taken place. 
The EDG co-ordinator attended this meeting also. Because of the imminent structural 
changes, the ERG decided this year to hold meetings at the time of the General Assembly 
2006.  It was felt important that the two groups of politicians should begin talking as soon as 
possible. This took place, so it was decided that a joint meeting should be held at this point in 
time. 

13 June 2006 Politicians from the ERG and EDG together with the co-ordinators and 
supporting officers held an initial meeting to exchange thoughts and ideas on the procedure 
necessary to merge the two groups.  

13 June 2006 The ERG met and made recommendations concerning the future for the joint 
group. The workplan was reviewed and updated. 

In addition, the ERG and EDG co-ordinators have held several meetings to prepare for the 
merger of the groups, to produce background documents and a proposal for an initial 
workplan for the Innovation and Education Group (IEG), to be considered at the joint meeting 
of the politicians of both groups on 13 October. 

13 October 2006  Politicians from the ERG and EDG, the co-ordinators and supporting 
officers held a meeting in Haarlem to produce Terms of Reference and a Workplan for the 
IEG. 

ERG Workplan  activities 

Food Event 2006

 

The C&T, EDG and ERG organised the NSC Food Event 2006, held on 31 August and 1 
September at Dundee College, also incorporating Study Tours hosted by Angus, Dundee, 
Fife and Perth & Kinross Councils. This was a successful event, and is to be reported on 
separately to Executive Committee. 



 


