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1. Introduction
The aim of this report is to summarise the work of the North Sea Commission (NSC) Economic
Development Group (EDG) since the last meeting in Aviemore in June 2006.

2. EDG Chair, Vice-Chairs and Co-ordinator
- Chair: ClIr. Rinske Kruisinga (Noord-Holland, Netherlands) has been the Chair of the Group
since October 2004
- Vice-Chairs: ClIr. Kevan Lim (East of England Regional Assembly)
Clir. Thore Westermoen (Vest-Agder Fylkeskommune, Norway)
- Co-ordinator; Mr. Erik Lindboe (Rogaland County Council, Norway)

3. Meetings

13" June 2006 in MacDonald Hotel, Aviemore, Scotland

Attendees:

- Mr Kevan Lim, Councillor, vice-chair NSC EDG, East of England Regional Assembly

- Ms Elizabeth Marshall, Area Development Manager, The Highland Council, Scotland

- Ms Elisabeth Drew, Lead officer — Funding Development, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland

- Mr James Knowles, Head of Economic Development, Aberdeenshire Council, Scotland
- Mr Erik Lindboe, Co-ordinator NSC EDG, Rogaland County Council, Norway

Apologies:

ClIr. Rinske Kruisinga, Councillor, Provincie Noord-holland

Mr Thrond Kjellevoll, BTV Co-operation/International adviser, Telemark County Council, Norway
Ms Helena Nilsson, Véastra Gétalandregionen, Sweden

Mr Arne Monrad Johnsen, Adviser, Sogn og Fjordane County Council, Norway

Agenda

EDG Vice-chair, Councillor Kevan Lim - East of England Regional Assembly - welcomed the
delegates to the meeting, and gave a summary of the joint meeting earlier this day between
chairs/vice-chairs/co-ordinators of the Education and Research Group and the Economic
Development Group. The subject here was the future structure of the North Sea Commission and the
merge of the two groups.

On 13" September the chairs, vice-chairs and co-ordinators of the Economic Development Group and
the Education & Research Group plan to get together to discuss how to go on with preparation to
merge the two groups.

Also, the EDG meeting recommended that the new group’s Work Plan is limited to just a few and
concrete issues/projects. This will make it easier to keep a keen focus on the work, and easier to fulfil
the planned targets.

Is it natural that the work with a couple of key issues from each of the “old” groups is continued in the
future as part of the new Work Plan. For example, the EDG believes that Energy/Renewable
Energy/the North Sea House should be one of the main topics in the future. In connection with this,
the new Innovation and Education Group will discuss the future of the Renewable Energy Subgroup.
Other possible future items and projects were also mentioned in the meeting. However, the final
planning and decision on this will be made by the new group — the Innovation and Education Group.






