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Culture & Tourism Group, Work Plan Progress Report   

The Culture & Tourism Group has a work plan 2005-2006 consisting of three main items: 
1. Monitoring and when needed and/or possible, intervening on cultural and tourism issues on 

the European agenda 
2. Encouraging, sponsoring and to a certain degree also participate directly in co-operation 

projects between the member regions in the fields of culture, heritage, leisure, sports and 
tourism, especially cultural tourism 

3. Co-operating with other thematic groups of the NSC, especially the Education and 
Research Group and the Economic Development Group in areas like life-long learning, 
tourism development and cultural-based economic/community development  

Monotoring the Agenda 
Vice-Chair Jacques Suurmond has been responsible for this, and working relations have been 
established with the Committee of the Regions. 
This work is also followed up through participation in the ECTN, European Cultural Tourism 
Network, and the group is also following closely the initiative on cultural tourism taken by the 
Economic and Social Committee, and is supporting the initiatives to incorporate cultural tourism 
into the new Interreg IV programme.  

Inter-North Sea Co-operation 
Vice-Chair Alan D Livingstone has been responsible for this. An application for SusTour, an 
Interreg IIIB North Sea project idea on a framework for sustainable tourism has been sent in. 
The group intends to follow and support this project if accepted in March.  

Cross-group co-operation 
Vice-Chair Jacques Suurmond has led the work with our group s input to the NSC input to the EU 
Green Paper on Maritime Policy. 
Chair Annelie Stark has led the work on the North Sea Food Event 2006. This event is progressing 
well, and here, the C&T group co-operates with the Economic Development and the Education & 
Research groups.  

Other initiatives 
Chair Annelie Stark has prepared a response from the Culture & Tourism Group re support for 
(finished) Interreg projects. 
Chair Annelie Stark has initiated an initiative from the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Culture & 
Tourism Group to the Executive concerning more active participation of politicians in the work of 
the thematic groups. 



 
ACTIVITY REPORT ON FOLLOW-UP OF WORK PLAN FOR THE 
TRANSPORT GROUP  

Meetings  

The Transport group has had one ordinary meeting since the last Executive, in Trollhättan on 28 
October 2005. The next meeting will be organised as a thematic seminar on Motorways of the sea 

 MoS  in Brussels on 10 March 2006.   

1. Influencing EU Transport policy  

The group has been monitoring recent developments with regards to Motorway of the Sea 
(MoS), amongst others by studying EC Commission material and the recommendations from a 
ministerial meeting on MoS in Slovenia in January 2006.   

Relevant material on the MoS issue has been exchanged with the Transport Director of the CPMR 
and with the Secretary of the Baltic Sea Commission Transport group.  

The Co-ordinator met with DGTREN, Unit for MoS & Intermodality on 30 November as a part of a 
delegation from the Northern Maritime Corridor project. The NMC delegation introduced the idea of 
establishing a Task Force on MoS for the North Sea & Northern Seas with the task of working out 
a Master Plan for these areas (as has already been done for the Baltic Sea area). The DGTREN 
staff was in favour of this idea provided support from the EU member states in this area.   

On 2 December, the Transport group provided a relatively comprehensive input to the North Sea 
Commission position paper on the EU Maritime policy in December.   

2. Promoting partnerships on ports and sea transport  

2C) Co-operation with relevant Interreg-projects 
It is referred to the co-operation with the NMC project on the MoS issue above.  

The Transport group is currently planning the organisation of a thematic seminar on MoS in 
Brussels on 10 March. The purpose of the seminar is to get an update on current developments 
and future plans within the MoS issue. The seminar will hear presentations of various MoS plans 
and projects in the North Sea and Baltic Sea Region. Furthermore, the seminar intends to focus on 
the potential for public-private co-operation and co-operation between different sea areas (i.e. 
North Sea - Baltic Sea) in the development of MoS. The role of the regions is another important 
aspect. The following stakeholder categories will be invited to the seminar: DGTREN - Unit for 
Intermodality and MoS, regional authorities, the CPMR and the BSC, national transport 
representatives in Brussels, relevant Interreg projects dealing with MoS, the European Short Sea 
Network, the European Ports organisation, rail and train operators and transport user 
organisations.   

This seminar is assumed to produce relevant recommendations for the joint NSC  BSC meeting 
scheduled for 21 April in Scotland.  

3. Promoting sustainable transport  

3C: The Transport group is planning a joint event with the Interreg 3B project SustAccess in 
Southend, England, on 15 -16 May. The event will focus on the facilitation of public  private 



 
partnerships in the transport sector and on the development of ideas for transport projects in future 
territorial co-operation programmes.   

5. Develop strategic role and promotion of the Transport group  

5A) A draft for revised ToR was discussed and adopted at the group meeting 
on 28 October 2005.    

6. Co-operation with other NSC thematic groups  

The Co-ordinator and another member of the group made presentations in two of the parallel 
sessions at the Lisbon seminar in Trollhättan on 26 October 2005.   

Other activities  

The Co-ordinator took part in a meeting in Aviemore, Highlands on 8 February on the planning and 
preparation of the 2006 General Assembly & Annual Conference. In this conjunction he also met 
with a local co-ordinator for the planning of the study tour on transport.  It was agreed that the 
transport study tour will be concentrated around Inverness Airport.    



 
North Sea Commission Education & Research Group  
Summary of work and progress with Work Programme since October 2005  

A meeting of the Education and Research Group was held on 28 October 2005 at the end of the 
Lisbon conference in Trollhättan. At this meeting the Education & Research Group work plan was 
discussed and reviewed. Progress was reported on the work programme for 2005, where the main 
focus had been preparing for the Lisbon conference. The work programme was updated for 2006 
and is to be presented to the Executive Committee at its meeting on 2 March 2006.  

Some of the existing areas of focus for the group were seen to have continuing relevance and it 
was resolved to continue the work which had begun in these areas. New elements for the work 
plan were proposed as a result of the Lisbon conference which had just taken place.  

The group has now determined to develop further its work on promoting and encouraging the 
professional and social inclusion of young people. This is an area of interest for many regions 
around the North Sea, including in Fife, the region of the Chairman, and also in Nord Pas de 
Calais, the region of one of the vice-chairs. Nord Pas de Calais will take the lead in developing this 
work.  

The main focus of the work of the group continues to be looking at how regions can improve 
opportunities for, and access to, Lifelong Learning for the whole population. The group has 
identified an important piece of work which focuses on the nature of demographic change affecting 
all the North Sea regions and its effect on the provision and take-up of lifelong learning. The group 
plans to use the expertise of several of its members to take this work further.  

Some practical actions connected with this area of work are being considered which include 
approaches to job rotation, work shadowing and work experience. It is understood that other 
thematic groups have an interest in this part of the work, and the Education & Research Group will 
work with other groups, as requested, to develop integrated actions where appropriate. The theme 
of mobility will take on an increasing importance from 2006, the European Year of Mobility, and 
subsequently through the new education funding programmes, which will have a greater emphasis 
on mobility.  

The Education & Research Group is already working with the Culture and Tourism group and the 
Economic Development Group on the proposed Food conference  which will be hosted by 
Dundee College, which is represented on the Education & Research Group.  

A number of joint proposals have arisen from a meeting of the Environment Group in January 
2006, which was attended by the Education & Research Group Co-ordinator. One proposal is for a 
project involving adult and further education and sustainability/care for the environment. A second 
proposal will link schools from each NSC country in a sustainability/ environmental project which 
could be submitted through the Socrates (Comenius) EC funding programme.  

The group continues to work towards identifying important issues for Education & Research for the 
North Sea Regions arising from the Lisbon and Gothenburg strategies. Meetings of the political 
chair and vice-chairs are informed by this work and include looking at the way forward for the 
Education & Research Group.  

In addition, the group is reviewing its membership and looking at strategies to attract greater 
political interest in the work of the group.  

The next meeting of the politicians group of the Education & Research Group is on 13 March 2006, 
in Fife, prior to an Education & Research Group meeting on 14 March. This meeting will conclude 
with a study visit to the Adam Smith College in Glenrothes.  



 


