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REPORTS    

Enclosed are;  

 

Co-ordinators reports from the thematic groups of their activities since last 
Executive Committee meeting  the report from Maritime Resources and Fisheries 
Group and Sustainable Development Group will be handed out at the meeting, due 
to their meetings was held 16 March and 27 March.   

 

Report from CPMR  enclosed are papers presented at the latest Political Bureau 
16 February   

There will be given an oral report from the NSC-BSC meeting of 12 April 2007 at the 
meeting.  

There will be given a report from Interreg at the meeting.   

RECOMMENDATIONS:   

1. For information.   
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CULTURE & TOURISM GROUP  
ACTIVITY REPORT OCTOBER 2006  FEBRUARY 2007 

In the period since last Executive Committee meeting, the Culture & Tourism Group has had 25 
meetings, the 30th meeting in Gothenburg 25 November 2006 and the 31st meeting in Middelburg 9-10 
February 2007. 

Cllr Annelie Stark (Västra Götaland region) has chaired the group since May 2004. At the last 
Executive Meeting, one of the vice-chairs, Cllr. Alan D. Livingstone (Perth & Kinross Council) was 
elected Chair of the new Innovation and Education Group, so we have a vacant position as vice-chair. 
The other vice-chair is Cllr. Jacques Suurmond from the Province of Zeeland. In the absence of Cllr. 
Stark, Cllr. Suurmond chaired the 31st meeting. 

Cllr. Kathleen Matheson (Highland Council), the Scottish national representative on the Executive 
Committee, has attended both meetings. 

Assistant Executive Secretary, Mrs Vibeke Jakobsen, also attended the 31st meeting. 

Mr Geir Sør-Reime (Rogaland County Council) has been the co-ordinator of the group since 1997. 

At the 30th and 31st meetings, the group has discussed the EU Green Paper on Maritime Policy and 
made a written input to the NSC response. 

The group has also been discussing and agreeing on new terms of reference. 

In relation to the EU agenda, the group has been discussing the EU focus on cultural tourism and on a 
cultural agenda for the Union. 

In response to the new Interreg IV B North Sea programme, the group has been working on food and 
film projects. Here, close relations with the Innovation and Education Group are being developed. 

At the 31st meeting, an action plan for 2007-08 was also agreed and has been submitted to the 
Executive Committee for approval. 

Our 32nd meeting will be held in conjunction with the NSC General Assembly. 
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INNOVATION AND EDUCATION GROUP 
ACTIVITY REPORT OCTOBER 2006  FEBRUARY 2007   

1. Introduction 
The aim of this report is to summarise the work of the North Sea Commission s new thematic group 
Innovation and Education Group  (IEG).  

2. IEG Chair, Vice-Chairs and Co-ordinator   
- Chair: Cllr. Alan Livingstone (Perth and Kinross Council, Scotland) 
- Vice-Chairs:  

 

Cllr. Stella Duneufjardin (Region of Nor pas de Calais, France) 

 

Cllr. Ole B. Sørensen (Region North Jutland, Denmark) 
- Co-ordinator: Erik Lindboe (Rogaland County Council, Norway)   

3. Background 
The NSC General Assembly in Aviemore, Scotland 13th  16th June 2006 decided to merge the 
Education and Research and the Economic Development groups into one new group: The Innovation 
and Education Group .  

24th April 2006: 
This proposal had been known for some time beforehand, and the co-ordinators of the groups, Ann 
Brown and Erik Lindboe, had a planning meeting in Stansted Airport 24th April 2006 to go through the 
work plans of the two groups to identify key areas of mutual interest, and to develop fields of co-
operation between the groups.  

13th June: 
Politicians and officers of the two groups had a short meeting in Aviemore 13th June 2006, and 
decided to have a joint planning meeting in September in Holland.       

5th September: 
The co-ordinators Ann Brown and Erik Lindboe met in Stansted Airport to prepare the Innovation and 
Education Group planning meeting in Haarlem (Noord-Holland) on 13th September between the chairs, 
vice-chairs and co-ordinators of the two groups. The co-ordinators made a draft Terms of Reference 
and a draft Work Plan to be presented in the Haarlem meeting.  

13th September: 
The planning meeting in Haarlem (Holland) between the chairs, vice-chairs, co-ordinators and 
supporting officers of the two groups went through and developed further the draft documents 
presented by the co-ordinators.   

19th October: 
The IEG planning group (as met on 13th September) was invited to a summing up meeting in the 
Amsterdam Airport Hotel, and the draft Terms of Reference and Work Plan was presented to the NSC 
Executive Committee meeting the 20th.  The ExCom meeting also elected office bearers of the new 
group, i.e. chair, vice-chairs and co-ordinator.  

12th December: 
The IEG s Strategic Group (i.e. chair, vice-chairs, co-ordinator and supporting officers) met in Nor pas 
de Calais offices in Brussels to go through the Terms of Reference and Work Plan, and to prepare the 
very first group meeting  a kick-off seminar early in 2007.  

12th January 2007: 
The Strategic Group met once more in Brussels to go through all the details regarding the kick-off 
event in Scotland 11th  12th February. 
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4. The kick-off seminar  

11th  12th February 2007: 
The kick-off seminar in Perth, Scotland, hosted by Perth and Kinross Council, was very well attended 
indeed, close to 30 group members joined the event, also the vice president of NSC, Cllr. Audrey 
Findlay.  

Some of the conclusions:  
There is support for a food project and the strategic group will move ahead and work with the ideas 

generated at the kick-off meeting. This may be a joint project between NSC thematic groups.  
There is an opportunity for a media industry project as proposed by Julie Craik at TayScreen.  
There was a call for partners for a Passive House project. We also identified a possible project which 

would develop a common set of standards for a passive house 

 

The North Sea House . The 
Strategic Group will work on the idea.   

The North Sea Schools' Sustainability Network project is moving ahead.  
The IEG will also contact other thematic groups to identify topics of mutual interest , also establish 

contact  wirth the Baltic Sea Commission.  

The IEG Strategic group will get together from time to time to follow up the intentions as stated in The 
Terms of Reference and the Work Plan, as well as decisions made by the NSC ExCom and General 
Assembly.  

Future IEG meetings:  
June 2007:  Innovation and Education Group meeting will be held in the Brunstad Conference Centre 

in connection with the North Sea Commission general assembly 20th  22nd June.   
October 2007:  Group meeting 30th October in Lille, France.  
February 2008: Group meeting 12th February 2008 in Ålborg, Denmark.  



 


