
 
EU Green Paper Towards a future Maritime Policy for the Union: A 
European Vision for the oceans and seas   

Culture, Cultural Heritage and Tourism Aspects: A Discussion paper for 
the NSC Culture & Tourism Group 

The EU Green Paper on Maritime Policy was presented by the Commission in June, and is out for 
public consultation until 30th June 2007. 

The NSC will, in conjunction with the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission arrange a two-day seminar on 
the Maritime Policy in Stavanger 20-21 November 2006. Here, there will be five parallel workshops 
on 21 November, reflecting the themes of the five NSC thematic groups. The NSC thematic groups 
will be responsible for these workshops, and where appropriate, this should be done in co-
operation with the corresponding BSC thematic group. There is no BSC Culture & Tourism group. 

In this paper, I will look at both 

- Issues relating to culture, cultural heritage or tourism that have been addressed in the 
Green Paper 

- Issues relating to culture, cultural heritage or tourism that have not been addressed in the 
Green Paper. 

The Green Paper and Culture, Cultural Heritage and Tourism 

We start with the issues that have been addressed in the Green paper. Indeed, the Green Paper 
put a strong emphasis on the shared maritime and coastal heritage of Europe, and sees a 
revitalisation of these, and a renewed appreciation of their value, as the basis for a future EU 
Maritime Policy. 

The Green Paper also fully recognised the role of cultural tourism and green tourism as key 
factors for the future economic and social development of coastal communities in Europe. 

The vision of Reclaiming Europe s Maritime Heritage and Reaffirming Europe s Maritime 
Identity

  

This is the concluding chapter (6) of the Green Paper, but is probably the chapter that is most 
important in relation to cultural, heritage and tourism issues, because it emphasises the cultural 
identity issues relating to the maritime and coastal heritage of a large part of Europe s population.  

It is seen as an important task to raise the conscious among European citizens about their 
maritime identity. They state that The Commission believes that there is much to be gained by 
encouraging a sense of common identity among all those who earn their living from maritime 
activities or whole quality of life is significantly connected to the sea. This can foster the 
understanding of the relationships involved and the importance of the seas for human life.

 

The Green Book also points out that educational activities can, among other things, recall Europe s 
leading role in maritime activities, and also promote a kind of stewardship in conserving the vast 
resources of the oceans.  



 
The Commission also want more links between sectors, and mentions the links between traditional 
fishing culture and expansion of tourism as a model.  

The Green Paper suggests that the EU could promote best practice in translating the concept of an 
integrated vision of maritime activities into reality. It also suggests that Community funding could 
be used to help coastal regions build the institutions needed to preserve their maritime heritage.  

In conclusion, the Green Paper states that As the awareness in Europe of the links and 
interactions between the oceans and seas and many different maritime activities grows, this will 
not only lead us to better policy making and to the identification and exploitation of new, 
sustainable opportunities, but also to the development of a common vision of the role of the oceans 
in our lives, the broad heritage on which we can build, and the rich promise of our maritime future.  

Holistic approach and the importance of oceans/seas to our identity 

In the introduction, the Green Paper underlines the need for a holistic approach when developing a 
new EU Maritime Policy. A central element here is that EU hopes to contribute to a new 
awareness among Europeans of the greatness of their maritime heritage, the importance of the 
oceans in their lives and their continued potential to provide us with increased wellbeing and 
economic opportunity . 

It is suggested that the EU adopts a common vision in the form of an overall coastal and marine 
spatial development plan, which could provide a coherent set of policy objectives and principles. 

Importance of coastal and maritime tourism to the European economy 

The Green Paper further clearly states that coastal tourism is one of the real strengths of EU as a 
leading maritime power in the world, with the cruise shipping as the sector with the strongest 
growth potential at the moment. An important aspect here is that almost all cruise ships are built in 
Europe, in fact Europe is a world leader in market segments like cruise and passenger ships, 
leisure boats and their equipment. 

Marine tourism represents an important economic factor in Europe. Proximity to the sea is an 
important decisive factor for many tourists when choosing holiday destinations. Recreational 
boating is also a growing sector.  

Culture, Heritage and the Quality of Life in Coastal Areas  

The Green Paper recognised the attractiveness of coastal areas today. The coastal areas attract a 
lot of leisure activities, and thereby, contribute to the creation of leisure-related industries in these 
areas. It is also a fact that close to half the European population lives close to the sea, and it is 
suggested that this has a positive impact on health, well being, quality of life etc. 
The non-market value of the sea must be recognised and implemented into planning structures. 
For the coastal communities and their viability, it is important also to improve access, mobility etc.   

Developing coastal tourism  

A whole chapter of the Green Paper is devoted to the development of coastal tourism. For Europe 
to remain the world s number One tourist destination, it is important to develop the potential of 
coastal areas and islands. These areas are very attractive for tourism and leisure activities. 
It is pointed out that sustainable tourism can contribute decisively to the development of coastal 
areas and islands. This requires a combination of business innovation and competitiveness, social 



 
integration, and the enhancement of natural and cultural heritage and local ecosystems. The need 
to make the latter attractive is a clear incentive to develop sustainable and environmentally-friendly 
practices and policies, which again requires a holistic, integrated approach. 
In fact, the Commission is currently working on a separate document, an Agenda 21 for the 
sustainability of European tourism.  

Diversification of tourism products and services  

This is also seen as a way of promoting the competitiveness of coastal and island destinations. 
Cultural and natural sites are the essence of this approach, combined with diverse sea attractions 
(including wild-life watching) and sea activities (like diving, sailing and other water sports) and pure 
fitness and wellness offerings.  

Diversification can also help extend tourism seasons, create more jobs and also reduce the 
environmental, economic and social impacts of concentrated tourism seasons.  

Leisure activities  

To be able to harvest from the growth in leisure activities, there needs to be developed a leisure 
infrastructure, like boat moorings, marinas, activity centres etc.etc.  

Recreational angling and its relation to fishing needs also to be sorted out.   

EU actions in relation to the development of coastal tourism  

At the end of Chapter 3.3, the Green Paper presents two questions: 
- How can innovation in services and products related to coastal tourism be effectively 

supported? 
- What specific measures promoting the sustainable tourism development of coastal regions 

and island should be taken at EU level?  

Mapping data  

Repeatedly, the Green Paper notes that there is a lack of reliable data about marine activities and 
resources. It is stated that a comprehensive mapping of existing and planned activities in the water 
and on the seabed is essential. This would also include marine archaeology sites.  

From vision to action  

The Green Paper proposes that existing funding programmes like ERDF, ESF etc. should continue 
to support the development of coastal areas, especially to develop new maritime strategies. Here, 
the new European Fisheries Fund is mentioned as a source to stimulate alternative economic 
activities to fishing, including green tourism , as part of its support to the sustainable development 
of coastal fishing areas.  

The Green Paper also suggest that the new maritime policy of the EU should aim at growth and 
more and better jobs, helping to develop a strong, growing, competitive and sustainable maritime 
economy in harmony with the marine environment.  

What is missing?  



 


