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A Europe of Regions

Our ‘new’ Europe

- 25 Nations — 458 million citizens

- The World's largest economy — now bigger than the American
- The World’s largest exporter & internal market

- Home to most of the World’s big enterprises and companies

...but also a Europe of Regions

- Parallel to Globalisation we have seen an increasing lokalisation
and regionalisation

- National and supra-national regions have become stronger,
developed clear identities and special competencies:

The Ruhr-district, Catalonia with Barcelona at the centre, Northern
Italy around Milan, as well as the Baltic Sea Region, Benelux and

the Mediterranean
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DUt What about the peripheral areas?

In many regions the development is negative.
- They suffer from Georgraphical marginalisation
- They have problems replacing the jobs they loose

- They seem to be penalized by increasing competition,
globalisation, and the dynamics of the big cities and urban areas.

These regions are the real challenge. They need more
attention. We must secure their support and not forget
them in our deynamic developments.
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Regional Cooperation
- part of a new democratic governance

Coordination between our democratic arenas Is
Imperative!
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New Regional Partnerships

Partnerships should be built on the common features of
the local regions and the actors within them

Partnerships should involve all types of actors from local
authorities and governments to businesses, NGO's,
labour organisations and centres for education

Regions should develop their local competences.
Become better at what they are already good at.

In the North Sea Region we should work smarter, not
harder!
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Inspiration from our neighbours

The North Sea Region and the local regions within it
should learn from the success of other regions:

The Baltic Sea Region

- Is developing a strong common vision, mobilises political
commitment and influences decision-making

- functions as an integrated growth-region, with more and more
Investments and cooperation

Northern Jutland and Frederikshavn

- has gained new strengt by developing their core competencies
and characteristics

- have gone from declining fishery harbours and ship yards to
succesful maritime centres with gains from tourism and leisure
activities
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