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The Western Scheldt is the most
heavily-travelled river in Europe. The
intensive shipping traffic on the
Western Scheldt is primarily directed at
the ports of Antwerp, Ghent,
Terneuzen and Vlissingen.

At the same time, this very wide river
divides Zeeland in two, a southern part
with predominantly residences, and a
northern part with much employment
and many facilities.

The study tour is aimed at the
consequences of this intensive
shipping traffic on the surroundings. It
will also show how well the two parts of
Zeeland on both sides of the river can
be joined together.

The first part will involve a visit to the
Scheldt coordination centre where all
of the shipping traffic on the river is
monitored and directed. There, the
technology involved is completely
integrated with safety and ecology.
We will examine the environmental
hazards of shipping traffic and how
they are handled.

In the past, the shores of the Western
Scheldt that lie in Zeeland were linked
To make way for a permanent cross-
river connection on the east side in the
form of a 6 km long tunnel under the
river and a public fast ferry link for
pedestrians and cyclists, on the west.
Both modern solutions will be visited.

The tunnel is the longest in Europe. It
is 60 m deep and is equipped with
many safety measures. Besides this,
the tunnel has an important economic
radiance for the areas on both shores.
Both the technical aspects (visit to
control room) as well as the socio-
economic consequences will be
considered.

The fast ferry forms an important link in
Zeeland’s public transportation
network. The public transport OV
smart card, which is going to be
introduced throughout the country, is in
use. The sometimes severe weather
conditions at the mouth of the Scheldt
required two very special new ferries to
be built, the so-called SWATH-ferries.
They can transport passengers
trouble-free in gales of up to wind-force
9. We will sail on them and will also
inspect their new terminals.



