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NORTH SEA

ENVIRONMENT
STUDY TOUR,
THURSDAY, 16™ JUNE 2005

Departure for Koninklijke Maatschap de Wilhelminapolder farm
Arrival farmstead ‘Hongersdijk’ in the Wilhelminapolder

Lunch with local products and presentations;

e Presentation by Director Jan Paul van Hoven on the farm

e Sustainable farming, advanced techniques to achieve that (precision

Farming), chain approach and environmentally friendly development of the

Drive through the Wilhelminapolder with visit to crops and

Visit to the Meestoofweg location, split into two groups

13.00:
13.45:
14.00 — 14.45:
countryside
14.45 - 15.30:
countryside
15.30 - 16.30:
e Demonstration with John Deere Autotrack
e Visit to the farm buildings
16.30 End, return to hotel

KONINKLIJKE MAATSCHAP DE
WILHEMINAPOLDER FARM.
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The ‘Wilheminapolder’ farm was
established in 1809, following the
impoldering of a number of salt
marshes. The operation of this
immense farming enterprise, the
largest in the Netherlands, has always
been carried out by its own
management.

The Wilheminapolder is privately
owned, a partnership of some 340
owners. The personnel consist of just
19 people.

Since it was established, the
Wilheminapolder in has been large-
scale in plan. It has also always been a

forerunner in the area of agricultural
development. Thus, the original
decentralized plan of six (6) company
farmers has now been completely
discarded. Larger machines and
modern means of communication now
make a central plan possible. All work
connected with the increase in output
material can be carried out on the
premises.
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The farm’s administration is fully
computerized. The system, Imhotep,
makes it possible to register all data
regarding the farm’s crops, customers,
and certification. An extensive analysis
of the farm economics is also possible.
This makes it possible to calculate cost
price between the various crops,
including work expended. It also
produces data for monitored crop
registration that is needed for food
safety certificates. With a mind to the
future, this programme must form the
basis for ‘precision farming’:
knowledge-driven, location-directed
farming. In this way, management can
very adequately anticipate the
constantly changing circumstances.

During our visit, Jan Paul van Hoven,
the director, and Jeroen Verschoore,
environment coordinator will literally
and figuratively take you on a trip
through this enormous and fascinating
farm and it's almost two hundred years
of history. Following a short
introduction to the farm enterprise and
current arable farming (the
Wilheminapolder is completely
certified) we will ride through the polder
and visit the farm buildings and the
machinery. During this visit, you will
get an impression of modern arable
farming in which quality and the
environment are the first matters of
importance.



