
      

Zeeland 
Where land and sea meet, it s exciting! 

And Zeeland is just that!   

One of the twelve provinces of the Netherlands, 
Zeeland is situated on the North Sea coast in the 
southwest of the country, criss-crossed by the 
Eastern and Western Scheldt estuaries. The 
southern border of Zeeland also forms the 
border between the Netherlands and Belgium. 
Literally translated, the name Zeeland means 
sea and land . The name speaks for itself. 
Approximately a third of the province consists of 
water and two thirds of land.  

  

The history of Zeeland will always be linked to 
the water, which, depending on the 
circumstances, is sometimes deemed a friend 
and sometimes a foe. 
Water has always had an enormous influence on 
Zeeland. Various catastrophes have left their 
mark on 
the province. The disastrous flood of 1953, in 
which 1,836 people and many thousands of 
cattle lost their 
lives, led to the implementation of the Delta 
works.  The original intention was to close off all 
the inlets from the sea.  Ultimately, a moveable 
storm surge barrier for the Eastern Scheldt was 
opted for. In this way, a unique fresh water tidal 
area with a vibrant mussel and oyster culture 
could be preserved. 
The character of the countryside is largely 
determined by farmland. 
Cities, villages and industry take up the requisite 
space, but an increasing proportion of the 
province is devoted to nature reserves. 

Zeeland s 600-km-long coast means that it is 
easy to find a quiet spot on the beach or water, 
even on busy days. 
Tourism will always be an important source of 
income for many of the residents of Zeeland, but 
the majority of jobs are to be found in industry 
and in the service sectors. Significant industrial 
areas have arisen. The chemical industry 
provides jobs and the storage, transshipment 
and transport companies are benefiting from the 
growth of port activity. 
Given the amount of water in the province, the 
fisheries are also a vital industry. The 
outstanding reputation of Zeeland s mussels and 
oysters is recognized throughout the world. 
Zeeland has a rich history. The historic buildings 
which the wealthy traders built in the 16th and 
17th centuries, give the centres of cities such as 
Middelburg, Zierikzee and Veere a distinguished 
appearance to this very day. 
Various annual festivals of international allure 
are ensuring that Zeeland is taking pride of place 
on the map.  


