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NOISSININOD

Decision to support NSC active observership to the North Sea
Conference (Ministerial Meeting) 2006.

Ever since the Intermediate Ministerial Meeting of Environmental and Fisheries Ministersin
1997, the NSC has been an active observer to the North Sea Conference, the regular meetings
of the Environmental Ministers of the North Sea states. Next Conference will be the North
Sea Ministerial Meeting (MM) on Environmental Impacts of Shipping and Fisheriesin
Goteborg, Sweden, in April 2006.

The NSC is active in the preparations for this MM, particularly in the Issue Group for
Sustainable Shipping, IGSS. Thiswork requires great expertise in issues like air pollution
from shipping and the development of the so called Clean Ship approach — both priorities for
the NSC. Observer experts are provided by NSC members, asisthe case also with the
NSC/CPMR observership at OSPAR. In the case of the IGSS, these experts have been
external and provided by the Region of Véastra Gétaland at a cost of 130 000 SEK for the
years 2003 and 2004 (approximately 15 000 €). A main part of these expenses comes from
attending meetings of the IGSS.

In the previous preparations for the MM, avery useful consultancy report, ”Shore-side
Electricity for Shipsin Ports”, was recently produced through a co-funding arrangement
between the NSC and the Region of Vastra Gétaland. Using the same co-funding model, an
efficient continuation of the MM preparations would be possible.

Among the remaining important tasks in the preparations for the MM are to propose contents
and concrete wordings of (parts of) the Ministerial Declaration and — possibly — to prepare
NSC participation at the MM itself. The costs for this work are estimated to (a maximum of)
100 000 SEK for the period of 2005 and until April 2006.

The Region of Vastra Gotaland (the Environmental Committee) is prepared to provide
half of the estimated cost. Ther efor e the Executive Committee decidesto co-fund the
continued prepar ations of the North Sea Ministerial M eeting on Environmental | mpacts
of Shipping and Fisheries by (a maximum of) 50 000 SEK (approximately 4 500 €).

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. For decision.

2. The Executive Committee co-fund the continued preparations of the North Sea
Ministerial Meeting on Environmental Impacts of Shipping and Fisheries by (a
maximum of) 50 000 SEK (approximately 4 500 €).



