EUROPEAN UNIOMN
Part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
INVESTING IN YOUR FUTURE

Bjarn Reisz, Head of International Unit,

Skien 11. November 2009

Cover sheet Page 1 of 14



GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING IN THE APPLICATION FORM

This Application Form is part of the “application pack” for ESPON 2013 applicants.

Before filling in this form, please also read all programme related documents, especially:

1) the ESPON 2013 Operational Programme and

2) the Programme Manual.

In particular, the Programme Manual will provide you with further guidance on the way to develop an
ESPON project and to prepare the application form. The two above mentionned documents are available
on the programme web site (www.espon.eu).

The Application consists of
- an Application Form (this protected excel file),
- letters of commitment of the Lead Applicant as well as of each participating stakeholder.

The Application must be submitted in both, paper and electronic versions. The two versions have
to be identical.

Paper version

The Application Form must be completed, printed out, dated, signed by a duly authorised representative of
the lead applicant, and stamped with the stamp of the Lead applicant's institution. It must be sent together
with the annexes by mail/courier to the ESPON 2013 Coordination Unit (CU) at the latest by the end date
of the call. This will be checked through the date of postal stamp on the envelope. The CU address is the
following:

ESPON Coordination Unit
CRP HT — BP 144

L-4221 Esch sur Alzette
Luxembourg

Please send TWO PAPER VERSIONS of the application: one ORIGINAL and one COPY of the original.

Electronic version
An electronic version of the completed Application Form (in .xIs format) must be sent by email to the CU at
the latest by the end date of the call at the following address:

application@espon.eu

Technical instructions

* Before filling in the form, please set the Macro security level of the excel on "Low".

* Please avoid the cut and paste functions when filling in the form. You risk that invalid values appear in
the cells which might result in an ineligible application.

* Applicants are asked to complete only the white fields of this Application Form.

* Grey fields are not to be completed. For the grey fields, certain information will automaticaly be
transferred to these sections after details are entered in other fields of the Application Form. Formulae
for automatic calculations have been included in the relevant fields. These fields cannot be changed or
edited.

* All white fields are the input fields. White fields are locked in order to ensure that all applicants have
the same amount of space for describing their project and answering the questions. The number of
characters (with spaces) is limited: maximum number of characters is marked for each field. Any text
exceeding this space will not be visible in the printout and therefore cannot be taken into account when
assessing the operations.

* All input fields must be filled in unless stated otherwise in the instructions field.

* Certain questions in the Application Form must be answered by marking a tick-box. When clicking on
the box, an arrow will appear. Please click on the arrow and select the option provided in the drop-
down field, which will appear on the screen.

* If you want to use a bullet point list in any of the input fields, please press ‘Alt+Enter’.

Application Forms with error messages or with uncompleted sections will automatically be
declared ineligible.
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1.1 TITLE AND ACRONYM OF PROJECT IDEA

Title:

North Sea Strategy

Acronym:

1.2 PRIORITY AXIS

NSS

Priority concerned: (Priority 2

Type of Action

|2) Knowledge support to experimental and innovative actions

1.3 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Please be aware that this information is automatically transferred to the website if the Eol application is succesful (max 1000 characters)

The project will aim to lay the foundations for a macro-regional strategy for the North Sea. Since the publication of the
European Union's Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP), the concept of the regional management of sea basins has become a
prominent topic for policy makers. A strategy for the Baltic Sea has already been developed by the European Commission,
with the Mediterranean and Arctic regions other priority regions for macro-regional strategies. Local and regional
authorities in the North Sea region are looking to secure a macro-regional strategy for the North Sea and are working in
partnership with other stakeholders to lobby the European Commission to adopt such a document. In order to achieve this,
we need to articulate what we would like to see included in a North Sea Strategy. In common with the principles of the IMP
the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas, this proposal must be based on sound social, economic and environmental

knowledge and data to be effective.

1.4 KEY WORDS FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE MAIN TOPICS

Key word 1:
Key word 2:
Key word 3:

Key word 4:

|Territoria|/regiona| development: Balanced regional development

|Territoria| cooperation: Transnational cooperation

|Key EU policy dossiers: Integrated Maritime Policy

|Territoria| governance: Governance frameworks

1.5 GEOGRAPHICAL AREA COVERED

1.5.1 ADMINISTRATIVE LEVEL Regional/ local

1.5.2 TYPE OF TERRITORY

Type of territory 1
Type of territory 2
Type of territory 3
Type of territory 4

9) Transnational cooperation area

3) Islands

1) Urban

5) Rural areas (other than mountains, islands or sparsely and very sparsely populated areas)

1. Project Application
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2. PROJECT IDEA INFORMATION

2.1 MAIN GENERAL CARACHERISTICS / FEATURES OF THE TERRITORY TO BE ADRESSED
Please, provide some information on the territory to be adressed by the proposed action (refer to the information provided in section 1.5) including
some considerations on its main challenges and/or potentials. (max. 2000 characters)

The territory to be addressed is the INTERREG North Sea Region programme area, as well as coastal areas of France and the
UK which border the North Sea and English Channel. The territory is relatively prosperous, but also diverse given its large scale.
Population density is high in regions such as S.E. England & the Netherlands, yet extremely sparse in areas such as the
Highlands & Islands of Scotland & Northern Norway. There are large urban conurbations & also predominately rural areas. The
common territorial characteristic of the area is the coastal nature of these regions. Less tangible commonalities include a shared
culture, heritage & industrial ties, which are no less important considerations when developing a common vision. The main
challenges identified are climate change, governance of the sea, accessibility, demography, environmental protection &
sustainable communities. Economic opportunities can emerge from challenges and should be supported by a North Sea Strategy.

Given the likelihood of rising sea levels, coastal protection will become an increasing challenge. Climate change could also
threaten the viability of fish stocks and the communities whose livelihood depends on them. Such changes need to be managed
through better governance, as do the increasingly-diverse range of activities carried out at sea. While some areas of the North
Sea region are well-connected to the core of the EU, others are not. Links across the region also require improvement to develop
a more coherent macro-region. Opportunities can emerge from these challenges, with the offshore renewable energy potential of
the North Sea a possible means of mitigating the worst effects of climate change and reducing Europe's dependency on imported
energy. New technologies need to be developed and there is great intellectual potential in the region which can be better
capitalised upon. The shipping sector could also prosper through the modal shift of transportation to the sea.

2.2 SCOPE AND RATIONALE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION
2.2.1 MAIN KNOWLEDGE NEED (max. 5000 characters)

A wide range of knowledge is required to inform the development of a North Sea Strategy. This does not need to be overly deep
or detailed but should aim to provide a broad picture of the social, economic and environmental status of the North Sea region.
Data should also assist policy makers to develop a strategy for the medium to long term (e.g up to 2020 to tie in with the lifespan
of the Norvision document). Such information should also alow a degree of comparison with other areas of the EU, given the
proliferation of macro-regional strategies and to assist the European Commission should they agree to produce a North Sea
strategy.

Social information required would include data on demography, particularly relating to the ageing of the population and migration
processes, both of which will affect the long-term sustainability of coastal communities in the North Sea region. The potential
impact of climate change on these patterns would be of interest to stakeholders. Information on the importance of maritime
industries and activities to coastal communities and European society as a whole would also be desirable.

Economic information required would include a comparative analysis of a wide range of economic data, including productivity,
gross domestic product, competitiveness, research and innovation with the rest of Europe. The importance of maritime industries
to the economy of the North Sea region would be of particular interest, hence it would also be useful to identify the contribution of
the maritime economy to the wider North Sea region economy. The accessibility of the region to key markets in Europe and
beyond is also likely to be a key concern of any future strategy, hence information on this would be welcomed. The focus of this
information would be to identify areas with the greatest growth potential with a view to developing the maritime economic sectors
of the North Sea region.
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Environmental information required would be the collation of data on the environmental status of the sea, ideally compatible with
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. Information on the likely effects of climate change on the North Sea region would also
be desirable, particularly with regards to its potential impact on coastal erosion, the environmental status of the sea and the
economy of the North Sea region.

2.2.2 POLICY AND/OR METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES TO BE ADRESSED (max. 2000 characters)

Where possible and for the compatibility of data, it would be useful if the chosen methodologies were compatible with that used as
the basis for existing key European policies. Of particular importance are the Integrated Maritime Policy and its related actions,
the Lisbon and Gothenburg Agendas. Other key policies include the Common Fisheries Policy, Cohesion Policy (particularly
territorial co-operation) and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. It is important that a strategy for the North Sea takes
account of these policies and also national, regional and local strategies, hence the chosen methodology should take multilevel
governance into account where possible and relevant.

The Norvision document and its subsequent Synthesis Report (all produced through funding by the INTERREG North Sea Region
Programme) still provide a valid framework and methodology for the desired activities. As such, work should take account of
these existing studies and build upon and/or update their conclusions. The Norvision document looks towards 2020, hence future
analyses should also cover this period and complement, rather than replace, this existing work.

2.2.3 RELEVANT ESPON RESULTS TO BE CONSIDERED (max. 2000 characters)

Given the broad remit of the proposal, the results of numerous ESPON projects are of relevance. From ESPON 20086, project
1.1.4 - Spatial Effects of Demographic Change and Migration; 1.2.1 - Transport Services and Networks: Territorial Trends and
Supply; 3.3 - The Territorial Impact of the Lisbon/Gothenburg Process; 3.4.2 - EU Economic Policies and Location of Economic
Activities; and many of the Policy Impact Projects could provide a useful foundation for the work in question (e.g. 2.1.5 - Fisheries).
Many applied research projects carried out under the ESPON 2013 programme to date could also be useful bases for a study on
the North Sea Region. In particular, "European seas in territorial develoment", DEMIFER, EDORA and ESPON Climate.
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2.3 RESULTS AND OPERATIONAL USE OF THE PROJECT
2.3.1 ANALYTICAL RESULTS ENVISAGED (max. 1000 characters)

The proposal is being put forward to ensure that any future strategy for the North Sea region can be supported by a broad range of
evidence and knowledge. As such, the analytical results envisaged would be an analysis of the potential impacts of demographic
change on the economy and sustainability of communities in the North Sea region; an analysis of the contribution of maritime
sectors to the economy and sustainability of communities in the North Sea region; an analysis of the accessibility of the North Sea
region to markets and also the accessibility of different areas within the North Sea region to each other; an analysis of the effects
of climate change on the coastline and economy of the North Sea region; an analysis of the environmental status of the North Sea.
Comparative analyses of the above with other areas of the EU (particularly those with macro-regional strategies such as the North
Sea and Baltic) could also follow on from this.

2.3.2 EXPECTED OPERATIONAL USE OF RESULTS BY THE STAKEHOLDERS (max. 1000 characters)

The results will form the basis for a North Sea Strategy, building upon the existing Norvision document and aiming to implement
the Integrated Maritime Policy and foster the sustainable economic development of the North Sea Region. Stakeholders are
lobbying the European Commission to produce such a strategy and will be setting out their ideas of what should be included in the
near future. It is anticipated that the results would initially help stakeholders to define the parameters for a strategy but could then
in future assist the European Commission in the development of the strategy. There is also potential for the strategy to contribute
to the development of a future INTERREG North Sea Region programme by identifiying challenges and opportunities for
development.

2.4 INVOLVEMENT OF PARTICIPATING STAKEHOLDERS

2.4.1 DIRECT CONTRIBUTION FORESEEN
Please provide information on your contribution for the successful implementation of the action (e.g. information, data, documents related to the
target area) (max. 1000 characters)

Formal stakeholders would include a number of local and regional authorities from around the North Sea region. These
stakeholders are looking to work in partnership with a wide range of stakeholders including Member States, the European
institutions and bodies (Commission, Pariliament and Committee of the Regions), the INTERREG North Sea Region Programme;
international organisations (OSPAR) and industry (fisheries, transport, energy etc.) when developing a North Sea Strategy. As
such, a wide range of authorities with responsibility for cohesion and regional development policies will be involved in the project
and will be contributing to the analysis and the recommendations made, and provide access to relevant data and studies. A wide
base of information, data and key strategic documents would therefore be made available to researchers.

2.4.2 DIRECT INVOLVMENT OF PARTICIPATING STAKEHOLDERS
Please, describe who will be directly involved in the implementation of the action and how (e.g. policy makers, practictioners, local experts) (max.
1000 characters)

The project will be led by Telemark County Council. The other participating stakeholders will come from Belgium, Denmark,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the UK (TO BE IDENTIFIED). In addition, the CPMR's North Sea
Commission would be involved in the project. The partners bring together a diverse range of local and regional politicians and
policy experts to focus on issues affecting the North Sea. Depending on the level of committment from the other stakeholders
mentioned in 2.4.1., further experts could become involved in a holistic and cross-sectoral way. As such a pool of policy makers,
practitioners and local experts would be available for consultation and discussion with researchers. It is envisaged that this would
be carried out through virtual correspondence as well as dedicated meetings (physical or virtual).
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2.5 PROJECT GOVERNANCE

1) Please, provide indication on how you see the interaction of the participating stakeholder(s) with the reasearch team undertaking the analysis
and how the policy level in your territories will be involved, also in organisational terms.

2) Also indicate whether you envisage the involvement of any umbrella organisation/association (e.g. CPMR, AEBR, Euromontana, Eurocities,
etc.) in the implementation of the targeted analysis (e.g. as members of the Steering Committee). (max. 2000 characters)

1) It is envisaged that the participants would nominate members to the project Steering Committee and could act as a liaison
between stakeholders and researchers. In addition, policy experts would be in regular contact with the research team and
dedicated meetings could be held as and when approporate. Political involvement would be achieved through the nominations to
the Steering Committee and also through reporting to and consultation with the North Sea Commission's Executive Committee.

2) As stated, the CPMR's North Sea Commission would be the main vehicle through which to co-ordinate stakeholder
involvement. The North Sea Commission is one of 6 geographical commissions of the CPMR and brings together some 50
regions from around the North Sea. The North Sea Commission has close ties with the INTERREG North Sea Programme
Secretariat and has also been working closely with the Committee of the Regions' North Sea/English Channel Intercom Group on
the development of a strategy.

2.6 DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES

Please describe briefly how you intend to disseminate the results of the actions and capitalise on them (e.g. organisation of local and/or joint
workshops and seminars, newsletter). Please, clearly indicate if you envisage the translation of the key results into other languages. (max. 1000
characters)

As part of its work in developing a North Sea Strategy, the organisation has set up a working group to focus on publicity of the
work, stakeholder engagement and dissemination. As part of this group's remit, dissemination of the action's results would be
achievable through dedicated seminars, stakeholder conferences and presence at Europe-wide events such as European
Maritime Day. Key policy makers at all relevant levels of governance and in all applicable Member States would receive copies of
any reports produced, as would policy makers in the European institutions. The development of a North Sea Strategy would be
high profile in European terms and would therefore provide an opportunity for the wider dissemination and promotion of the
findings. Long-term and open access to the results would be provided through the North Sea Commission's website.

2.8 EXPERIMENTAL AND INNOVATIVE CHARACTER OF THE PROPOSED ACTION (max. 1000
characters)

This will be the first time to use the ESPON programme in preparations of a Macroregional Strategy.
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3. PARTICIPATING STAKEHOLDERS

3.1 Total number of stakeholders participating in the project
(including the Lead Applicant)

Number of stakeholders from EU Member States

Austria Stakeholder(s)
Belgium Stakeholders

Bulgaria Stakeholder(s)
Cyprus Stakeholder(s)
Czech Republic Stakeholder(s)
Denmark Stakeholder(s)
Estonia Stakeholder(s)
Finland Stakeholder(s)
France Stakeholder(s)
Germany Stakeholder(s)
Greece Stakeholder(s)
Hungary Stakeholder(s)
Ireland Stakeholder(s)
Italy Stakeholder(s)
Latvia Stakeholder(s)
Lithuania Stakeholder(s)
Luxembourg Stakeholder(s)
Malta Stakeholder(s)
The Netherlands Stakeholder

Poland Stakeholder(s)
Portugal Stakeholder(s)
Romania Stakeholder(s)
Slovakia Stakeholder(s)
Slovenia Stakeholder(s)
Spain Stakeholder(s)
Sweden Stakeholder

United Kingdom Stakeholder

3. Project Stakeholders
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Number of stakeholders from ESPON Partner States

Liechtenstein Stakeholder(s)
Switzerland Stakeholder(s)
Iceland Stakeholder(s)
Norway Stakeholders

Number of stakeholders from Structural Funds

Programmes

Programme under Convergence
Objective

Stakeholder(s)

Programme under Regional
Competitiveness and
Employment Objective

Stakeholder(s)

Programme under Territorial
Cooperation Objective

Stakeholder(s)

3. Project Stakeholders
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3.2 LEAD APPLICANT

Official name of the institution and the
involved department (original language):

Telemark fylkeskommune, Internasjonalt team

Official English translation of the name of
the institution and the involved

department (if available):

Telemark County Council, International team

Type of stakeholder

[Public authority at regional/local level

Official address: Street and Number]

Fylkeshuset

Post code

3706 Town/City|Skien

Location according NUTS I

Ser-Jstlandet Country|Norway

Homepage

www.telemark.no

Responsible: Family Name

Haukvik

First Name

Lars

Position

Executive Secretary

Telephone No

+4735917250 Fax No|+4735917005

E-mail

lars.haukvik@t-fk.no

Contact person: Family Name

Jakobsen

First Name

Vibeke

Position

Assistant Executive Secretary

Telephone No

+4735917281 | Fax No|+4735917005

E-mail

vibeke.jakobsen@t-fk.no
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3.3 PARTICIPATING STAKEHOLDERS

Stakeholder 2
Official name of the institution and the
involved department (original language):

Official English translation of the name of
the institution and the involved
department (if available):

Vastra Gotalandsregionen

Region Vastra Gotaland

Type of stakeholder [Public authority at regional/local level
Official address: Street and Number|Regionens Hus
Post code|46280 Town/City, Vanersborg
Location according NUTS llf Sydsverige Country|Sweden
Homepage|www.vgregion.se
Responsible: Family Name|Graner
First Name[Mats
Position|Manager of analyses and follow-up
Telephone No|+46705700934 | Fax No
E-mail|mats.graner@vgregion.se
Contact person: Family Name|Belfrage
First Name|Lisa
Position|Internationa officer
Telephone No|+46702816300 Fax No
E-mail|lisa.belfrage@vgregion.se
Stakeholder 3
Official name of the institution and the  |Aberdeenshire Council
involved department (original language):
Official English translation of the name of|Aberdeenshire Council
the institution and the involved
department (if available):
Type of stakeholder [Public authority at regional/local level
Official address: Street and Number|Woodhill House, Westburn Road
Post code|AB16 5GB Town/City| Aberdeen
Location according NUTS ll|North Eastern Scotland Country|United Kingdom
Homepage|www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk.
Responsible: Family Name|Mackenzie
First Name|Colin
Position|Chief Executive
Telephone No|+448456081207 | Fax No
E-mail|colin.mackenzie@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Contact person: Family Name|Brebner
First Name[Martin
Position|Europeian Officer
Telephone No|+441224664754 | Fax No
E-maillmartin.brebner@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Stakeholder 4

3.3 Participating Stakeholders
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Official name of the institution and the
involved department (original language):

Det Norske Kommunal og regoinaldepartementet

Official English translation of the name of
the institution and the involved
department (if available):

Royal Norwegian Ministry of Local Covernment and Regional
Developement

Type of stakeholder

[Public authority at national level

Street and Number|

Post code

Location according NUTS |l
Homepage

Official address:

Family Name
First Name
Position
Telephone No
E-mail

Responsible:

Family Name
First Name
Position
Telephone No
E-mail

Contact person:

Akersgata 59

0032 Town/City|Oslo

Oslo og Akershus Country|Norway

www.regjeringen.no

Aalbu

Hallgeir

Director General

04722242738 Fax No|+4422247016

hallgeir.aalbu@krd.dep.no

Rad

Axel

Advicer

+4722247016 Fax No

axel.roed@krd.dep.no

Stakeholder 5
Official name of the institution and the
involved department (original language):

Official English translation of the name of
the institution and the involved
department (if available):

Type of stakeholder

Street and Number|

Post code

Location according NUTS |l
Homepage

Official address:

Family Name
First Name
Position
Telephone No
E-mail

Responsible:

Family Name
First Name
Position
Telephone No
E-mail

Contact person:

Freie Hansestadt Bremen, Auskunft Erteilt

Department for Europeian Affairs of the Free Hanseatic City og Bremen

[Public authority at regional/local level

Avenue Palmerston 22

B-1000 Town/City|Brussels

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale/Brussdg Country|Belgium

www.europa.bremen.de

Bruns

Christian

Head of Department for Europeian Affairs

+3242302785 Fax No

vertretung@bremen.de

Ripke

Constanze

International Advicer

+3222820076 Fax NO|+3222303658

ripke@bremen.de

Stakeholder 6
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Official name of the institution and the
involved department (original language):

Official English translation of the name of
the institution and the involved
department (if available):

Type of stakeholder

Street and Number

Post code

Location according NUTS Il
Homepage

Official address:

Family Name
First Name
Position
Telephone No
E-mail

Responsible:

Family Name
First Name
Position
Telephone No
E-mail

Contact person:

Provincie Noord-Holland

The Province of Noord-Holland

[Public authority at regional/local level

Rue Des Aduatiques 71-75

1040 Town/City|Brussel

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale/Brusseg Country|Belgium

www.nl-prov.eu

Braam-Scholten

Michael

EU Represtentative

+3227379951 Fax No|+3227367089

Braam-Scholten@nl-prov.eu

Bosch, van den

Alexander

Eu Representative

+3227379951 Fax No|+3227367089

bosch@nl-prov.eu

Stakeholder 7

Official name of the institution and the
involved department (original language):

Official English translation of the name of
the institution and the involved
department (if available):

Type of stakeholder

Official address:
Post code

Location according NUTS Il

Homepage

Responsible:
Position

Telephone No

E-mail

Contact person:

Position

Telephone No
E-mail

Street and Number]

Family Name
First Name

Family Name
First Name

Provincie of Zuid-Holland

The Province of Zuid-Holland, Afdelingshoofd ABB

[Public authority at regional/local level

Zuid Hollandplein 1

2509 Town/City|

Den Haag

Zuid-Holland Country| The Netherlands

www.zuid-holland.nl

Klooster

Rob

EU Representative

+3227379951 Fax No|+3227367089

klooster@nl-prov.eu

Bosch, van den

Alexander

Eu representative

+3227379951 Fax No|+3227367089

bosch@nl-prov.eu
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